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cents would yield sufficient revenue to support the 
department, and if Congress would authorize the 
coining of a silver piece of two anda half cents, he 
yould support the reduction.. But he never would 
eapport a reduction of postage which should result 
in bringing into circulation throughout the country 
the cent-pleces, the coppers. He knew that gen- 
emen coming from our large cities might think it 
sranze that he should oppose the circulation of 
coppers. He knew gentlemen residing in cities, 
larre towns, and their vicinities, had been in the 
habit, perhaps from their earliest recollections, of 
seeing coppers in ‘use. He did not now recollect 
ever to have seen one in circulation in the district 
which he represented, and he hoped he never 
should. The fact was the same with reference to 
the whole State of Georgia: there were no coppers 
in circulation throughout the whole length and 
breadth of that State, with the exception of one 
or two points. Very similar was the fact also 
with reference to other sections of the country re- 
mote from large cities. Would this House, by | 
any measure they might adopt, encourage and | 
almost force upon the people of those sections the 
circulation of coppers? He should vote against | 
al] such measures. 

Without entering at length into his objactions to 
the copper circulation, he would content himself 
with saying that he honestly believed it had a de- 
moralizing tendency upon the community among 
whom it existed. Go even to your lowest classes, 
to your very beggars, and you would find that the 
beggar of coppers was one of the lowest class— 
was one the most wanting in self-respect. He did | 
not believe that aman could have much respect for 
himself who had his pocket full of coppers. [A 
laugh.] He was utterly and entirely opposed to 
this circulation. He believed it had a demoralizing 
effect. He did not want to see it introduéed into 
those sections where they breathed the pure air of 
the country; it might do for our large cities, but he | 
hoped to see it nowhere else. 

If they adopted anything below the five-cent 
rate, the effect was, that his people and the people 
of those other sections of the country would be 
compelled to pay a larger amount of postage than 
those paid who lived in the large towns and cities, 
or they would be compelled to adopt this copper 
circulation. ‘They would not do this, though they 
had to pay double rates. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Gogery] 
suggested to him that the difficulty could be ob- 
vated by the use of stamps. But he would ask | 
the gentleman, if he believed that the farmers of || 
the country, who received, perhaps, a dozen or 
& half dozen letters only during the year, would 
purchase and keep on hand a stock of post office 
stamps? 

Mr. GOGGIN explained that the difficulty to 
which the gentleman alluded would not arise under 
the system which he (Mr. G.) proposed, as he 
advocated the rate of five cents, except when letters 
were prepaid for, for which the rate was thrée cents, 
and the stamps were always kept at the offices 
where the letters were deposited. 

Mr. COBB replied that he was not discussing 
this particular provision of the bill, but the gen- 
eral question of the reduction of postage. The 
contest was between the five-cents rate and the 
two or three cents rate. This question of prepay- 
ment might be advocated by some gentlemen as 
ithad been by his friend from Virginig, who had 
advocated it with ingenuity and abilit tit was 
not destined, in his (Mr. G.’s) opinion, to receive 
much favor. 

Mr. GOGGIN stated that this very system of 
the ne of postage was recommended by 
the Postmaster General. 

Mr. COBB said he wished now to relieve .his 
friend from another error into which he had fallen, 
ahd it was a very appropriate time, as the gentle- | 
man’s party was coming into power, and we were || 
to have new heads of departments. He cautioned | 
the gentleman nét to fall into the idea that he was 
compelled to do everything which they might rec- |, 
ommend. [A laugh.] It 


SS 


Mr. GOGGIN said he was very sorry his friend || 
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had not before found out that it was not 
to follow the 
and heads of departments. 
regretted this, as the gentleman’s frien 
to be going out just as he had mad: 
[A laugh. } 

Mr. COBB said it micht be that the 
departments had always been right up to this time, 
but as he had no hope that that would be 
with the heads of the new Admini 


always safe 
recommendations of the 
Mr. G 


President 
irticularly 
's happened 
this discovery! 


. : 
heads of 


the case 


tration, he had 


thought proper to put the genticman on his guard | 


at this early period. 

It was of no use to tell him what the department 
had recommended. He was coverned by certain 
fixed principles. He believed 
feeling in his State, and that was a feeling of op- 
position, undying opposition, to the circulation of 
coppers. The people there would not submit to it. 

Mr. STANTON (interposing) said he thought 
the difficulty to which the gentieman from Georgia 
referred, in reference to the circulation of coppers, 
might be obviated by the adoption of a plan which 
he had recently seen suggested in the newspapers— 
that was, of coining a seven-cents silver piece, 
which, with the different sized coins already in 
circulation, would enable us to make change, so as 
to pay one, two, three, or four cents, without the 
use of coppers. 

Mr. COBB replied, fix the denominations of our 
circulating medium, and.then he would support a 
law establishing rates of postage to suit it, pro- 
vided it could be done within the principle to 
which he had before adverted—of the revenues of 
the department being equal to its expenditures; 
but he could not favor the reduction of postage 
below the lowest silver coin at present in circula- 
tion, until a still smaller coin was authorized. 

He remarked, in conclusion, that he had other 
views. which he would like to present in reference 
to postage, and to the abolition of the franking 
privilege; but as he had already extended his re- 
marks further than he intended when he had 
arisen, he would yield the floor. 

Mr. PALFREY moved to amend the instruc- 


there was but one 


| tions so as to instruct the Committee of the Whole 


House on the 
lowing bill: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the first day of April next, on all letters de- 
posited in any post office, to be carried in the United States 
mail, not exceeding half an eunce in weight, there shail be 


state of the Union to report the fol- 


thereof, and for any additional weight there shall be charged 


and prepaid an additional postage of two cents for each half | 
| ounce, or for any fraction less than half an ounce. 


Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That trom and after the 


| first day of April next, the franking privilege shall be, and 


the same is hereby, abolished. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 


| of acts inconsistent with the provisions of this act be, and 


the same are hereby, repealed. 


Mr. DIXON raised the question of dérder on this 


amendment. 
The SPEAKER said it seemed to the Chair 


| that the amendment was in order. 


Mr. DIXON suggested that an amendment in 
the third degree was not in order. 

The SPEAKER said it was an amendment to 
instructions. 


Mr. KAUFMAN (Mr. Patrrey yielding the 


floor) gave notice of his intention, if the amend- | 


ment failed, to offer the following: 


Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the first day of July, 
the rate of letter postage shall be uniform throughout the 
United States, irrespective of distance, and all letters pass- 
ing through the ‘post office shall be charged by weight as 
follows : 


Each letter not weighing more than half an ounce, five | 
| cents. 


Each letter weighing more than half an ounce, and not 
more than one ounce, ten cents. 

Each Jetter weighing more than one ounce and not more 
than two ounces, fifteen cents. 

And five cents additional for every ounce or fraction of an 
ounce additional weight. 


Mr: PALFREY then proceeded to address the 
House in favorof his amendment. He had no 
expectation, he said, when he came to the House 
this morning, that he should address it on this or 
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so in a manner extremely unsatisfactory to him- 
self, in consequence of the suddenness with wineh 
he approached it. He had views upon it which 
he had long entertained and suffictently considered, 


but he had not enjoyed@he opportunity he desired 


to arranges Is areument in support of them, and 
particularly to arrange, in the manner he desired, 
the facts with which to sustain them 


ry / 
He felt more intere in presenting his views, 


In consequenc® of the exnre ssion of the opinion of 
the Legislature of the State of Massachusetis, at 
alate period in the last session of Conerees. Mr. 
P. read the resolut 


Mr. P. then proceeded to sustain, by a renerul 


argument of facts and figures, the policy of adopt- 
ing the measure which he had proposed. 

Mr. VENABLE next obtained the floor, and 
said: 


I would not at thi 


¢ . 
Vir. SPEAKER: time trespass 


thre 


upon the patience of the House, but for rave 
| Importance of some of the provisions of this bail, 
which have passed unnoticed in the previous dis- 
cussion, It is of vreat consequence that this meas- 
ure be nerfect« ® ind made aces | table to the eoun- 


i try, who can 


have no deener interest in anv other. 


It addresses itself to every individual in all our ex- 
tended country, and will be intensely felt in the 
most remote and rural, as well as the most popu- 
lous regions. The conveniences of the post office 
establishment have become so complete ly identified 
with all the comforts of life, that the people wiil 
feel with instantaneous impulse any arrangement 
which will either enlarge or curtail the privileges 
heretofore enjoyed. With this view, Lregard the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
AS @xXcet 
The 
the } 
their publications to subscribers within thirty miles 
free of postage. 

My friend atthe head of the Post Office Com- 
mitee [Mr. Gocein] says that he sees no reason 


dinely objectionable in several particulars. 
rst | would suggest, is the discontinuance of 


rivilege now accorded to newspapers, to issue 


| for such an exemption; that there is inequality, and 


| charged and prepaid the uniform postage of two cents for | 
all distances within the United States and the Territories | 


of course injustice, in such a provision, Sir, I 
differ vith him altogether. tis by this provision 
that the editors of country newspapers are enabled 
to maintain a competition with those edited and 
printed in the cities. Do gentlemen forget thatthe 
true conservatism of our country is to be found in 
rural life? that great cities are great and corroding 
ulcers on the body politic?—great generators of 
moral nuisance to pollute and corrupt with their 
foul contagion all the avenues of moral and politi- 
cal communication? Do they forget that newspa- 
pers are cheap in proportion to the employment of 
capital, the power of machinery, and the conse- 
quent numbers which can be issued in a given 
time? Every country press must fall before such 
an enactment. ‘The city press will absorb and 
destroy every country newspaper, and leave the 
whole population to derive their current news irom 
the cities, where dense population and corrupting 


| influences originate all the destructive heresies in 


| tion from the formation of public opinion. 


the moral and religious, as well as the political 
world, 

Sir, I protest against a measure which is to ab- 
stract the healthful influence of a country poepula- 
i And I 
would here remark, that there carn no evil befall 
us more to be deplored, than that which many 


| gentlemen scem to desire—a dense ppulation, and 


with it, the accumulation of human wants and 


| human miseries, together with the long array of 


i 
lj 
} 


detestable vices which uniformly attend it. The 
agonizing crtes of starving Ireland, the convulsive 
throes which disturb all Europe, the ominous pre- 
sages of the eruption of volcanic fires over the face 
of all the Old World, grow from the destitution, 
the suffering, and the wants of a crowded popula- 


|, tion—a plethora which must either find its cure in 
| atrophy or revolution. 


No, sir; 1 desire not to 
be compelled to hear the barking of the dogs or 
the crowing of the cocks of my neighbors. ‘There 
is a sweetnéss and a freshness in the air which 
blows from the fields and forests of a country 
whose population is just dense enough for social 


any other subject; and he should be obliged to do |) intercourse, and sparse, enough to prevent the 
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accumulation of human suffering, which is delight 
ful and refreshing. 

And when gentlemen mourn over the emigration 
from the plantation States, | wor remit then 


that it is ‘ ! i : cmnieration irom 


them, whilst ut noverts dl ¢ tress Which causes 
the population of 1 ufacturing and commer ial 
districts to leave the enes of their earty associa- 
tions, ”) ! eK rye I vested with the hor- 
rora of \' t ‘ . 1 cle 2 to see no 


proud ¢ 31 I ree . Gis iy f ir y 


cou i 
the { t 
ina \ ! 


the emp t t the 
or ot! whit t 
the enterpr van ret 
Whilst f part with 1 ry them with 1 a 
bid them ¢ { sneed ei 


evicence oO e, ta t ) 


in the purit "y 
perpetual youn, t i 
velopment, t } { 
paniment Wi } 
The counts CWB r . 
nunipvoe ‘ ! . t 
cheanne 
must of 
advanta vw if t or 
thisamendment. 1 ever ¢ t to 


prim Ive ( '? opie 


W | > ! ‘ 5 { . ’ i 
puri i : et, . 
preict i 
flower 
which 
kissed but ( 7 
guet which ¥ ; i from 

Gentlemen tell t d | 
tleman from \ i! a 
ginia and North ¢ ‘ and 
States are the beneficiaries of t Gascon: 
literally on the parish for post 
thatthev receive creatly more fram the t 
for this a nmodation than they p 
of New York, 1 of New Orleans 5 
vreat commer dendts, as re : which 
tain the exne hitur 
Intermediate State s t! wuners who fe ant 
prolrs ounty. iow e: ° et Ivy oun : Vir 
ginia, North Carolina, South Cay a.and Georo 
are the great Uiorourhiares over which the northern 
and south 1m pass daily to their destination, 


bearing the material out of which these contrib 





tions ¢ ' le, e 4 tractors’ gaslarics d 
other expenses over t e States are cl] 
them, dt souther 
credited with the proceeds. As well micht 
chars the ecean with the exnencee Fie . 
and credit the cities on each side with t 

and the pro Did 


I 7 Ds ; , 
praia on t ¢ m e < ; r ; = t te 


in going and returning, the postage and the 1 


are concentrated at either end of the line. A 


convex mirrer condenses the rays of |i t ya 


burning focus; and the superficial observer d 


not remember that. those rays, whose heat wv 


scarcely | 


t, by this process produce the fire which 
glows before hich: so the attraction at either end 
of the great mail route concentrates all the scat- 


tered elements of revenue and profit, and the 


sourees of that accumulation pass unobserved. 
me leet : ] i } : } 
ihe letters and matiable matter which leave the 


rriculiural States pay nothing where they start, 


id at the north and the vuth, charged 
| I tT, i reit i, With a pre ena i 
on t nm, int I e of advance in price for 


; } : } 
ne yoons whnicn were ordaere d. 


‘hhe gentleman from Georeia [Mr. Ce BB] has 
most fully exposed the fallacy of this doctrine, by 


the simple interrogatory—Does New York pay 
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between na tie } tt l t 
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‘ ) Lof tt : 1the most 
’ } } ? 
tened t ’ ~n arignt to Know 
V re ( in cai D ry ¢ tne 
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ty rovis } y are ‘ X-DAVer? a ’ d 
' t i to receive vackK a port 1 ¢ hat they 
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T P ery ] soon wl tiie ! t be direc ed 
ir representatives, and the tax of postage fo1 
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, . ? 7 
the letter or the repiy is manifestly wrong. 
‘ +} 1 a¢ 
bherecan be no greater mistace than tnat it 
mu t to be a iundcamental princioie in our man- 
! 
‘ j } o } . ' } . 1} 
" ment of this department, that it snould at all 
events support itse:i{—bve a seli-supporting institu- 
t well? rht we require the navy to sup- 
= : 
‘ | , ’ . hy ar ay Iver } ! . + 
! i y piracy, or the army by piuncer, o1 
1 o . } > ¥ 
ur courts by taxation, or the claimants and par- 
t to the sults. Neither arm of our Government 
. > ’ ' > A 
is of more Importance than the Post Ofhce—the 
ence of neither would be more nainfully felt. 
ASW might it bed anced of usto serve without 
( ) tion , sir, I, 1 not } vocate of 
1 a proposition. Lam for ¢ tare—not 
a » wey) » lien "y e } j 
iarapid or radical 3 ron as wou.d endanger 
t of the experiment, | a prudent and 
‘ lual reduction, which would by its resources 
} e ot ; hoe : 1 
mucn in the support of the department, and let 


the treasury come to the atd of a system, which, 
ually on 


the lirht of the un, : nould 8 


ne ea 
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Che time is rapidly coming, sir, when the lowest 
rate of postage will be more than sufficient to de- 
fray all the expenses ; when the news from markets 
and tidings from absent friends shall radiate from 
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the magnetic Wires to € very obscure . 


every portion of our eountry, From » I 
cisco to New York—from the Rio Granda » 

St. Lawrence, the pulsations of comme, — 
hall be senstbly and almost instant ines 

every nortion of the Confedei iy. se 

man from Massachusetts was himself enr, 


to recommend an expedient for the frank; 
lere—the furnishing of stamps by the 


Phis, 


sir, IS not as economical 








» and is more 
nlicated than the prese: a oa 
pit ed than the present mode of fran e 
1} } } , 
could in no wise add to the actual rev 
! ’ 
department. | prefer the present mode. | 
} 1 OP. . 
with the gentieman from Georgia [ Mr. ( 
probating the doctrine that the receint of, 
i I 
stom at certtun points in 
+ #t nares ‘ 
i¢ raat >amount ourhtto 7 
as evidence a right to increase su , 
h e in t! Zi mm, or t} it the m 
amount collected in other States is “ 


that they do not contribute their full 
money raised. The plantation States ar: 
dered producers, and the commercial cory. 


ence is towards the points of commercial des; 























tio . kt comes out ¢ f them, thouch nomins 
paid Dy the merchant or factor. 
' Sir, the Post Office Department is for the ) 
r}] ic Ff a ie of; ; r 
nience, and not 
laree on its bene ”" 
is t rent n Mir. Pa ; 
FRI , with ted 
of those propositions, ‘rom it the j ople rer 
more of immediate profit and advanta re than 
any other disbursement of the publie money | 
does not indeed run in such a ‘eam of. 
bounty as that which is poured out upon off 
and favorites, but fi linge € very where like t} 3 
it is, like the dew, always welcome and refres 

I have submitted these remarks, in order 
my nosition may be understood. Lam fort 
re luction of letter pos tage, an i the continuat 
of the franking privilege. I am for the relin- 
quishment of the postage on all newspapers { 
the space of thirty miles around their of 
publication; and I arn in favor of this reculation, 
because I desire that the country should be ke 
from being subsidized by the cities. I am 
eoing into it by degress, and submitting the 
ter to the results of experience, from year to year, 
till we shall have reached that point which w 
be found to be in all respects the most practicavle 
and equal 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, demanded 


til , 
There was a second. And the main question 


: ; 1 1. 
was ordered to be now taken. 


the previous question. 
i 


7A 


EAKER said the first question would 
be on the motion of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Paurrey,] to amend the instruc- 





Mr. ASHMUN asked the centleman from Vir- 
cinia [Mr. GoGain} to withdraw his motion to 
commit. 

. GOGGIN, in reply, proceeded to remark 
that he did not see how he could attain his ob- 


rs 





© 8 eee 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that de- 

yate was not in order. 
Mr. GOGGIN withdrew his motion to commit 

with instructions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN inquired of the Speaker 
whether it was in order for the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion to commit after the previous 
question had been ordered ? 

’ The SPEAKER said it was in order to with- 
draw, but not to modify. 
Mir. SAWYER moved that the House adjourn; 


which moon was rejected. 
TheS KER stated the question to be on 


the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Asumun. | 

Mr. GOGGIN inquired if it was in order to 
move an amendment? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion, by ayes 51, noes 6/, Was 
‘rejected. s 

“Mr. GOGGIN having withdrawn his motion [0 
commit with instrnetions, Mr. PaLrrey’s amend: 
ment fell. . is 

Mr. SAWYER inquired whether would be 
in order for him to move that there be a call of the 
Hovse? ' 


! 
A 





~ 





it 


} 
j 
u 


- 


O4 
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Tne SPEA KER said it would not, the previous 
_cetion having been ordered. The amendment 
ye wentieman from Massachusetts [Mr. Asu- 


sew] to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ponnecticut [Mr. Dixen] was first in order. 
Bor amendments were again read, 


\ir, COLLAMER suggested a modification. 
Mr. TOOMBS objected. 
The yeas and nays were asked on the amend- 
ment of Mr. Asumun, but were refused. 
; Tellers (Messrs. Rockweti, of. Connecticut, 
end WenrworTH) were appointed, 
~ And the question being taken, the vote stood— 
aves G1, noes 62. 
“So the amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurred on the amendment 
f Mr. Dixon. 
On the call of Mr. COBB, of Georgia, it was 
’ 
1} read. 


ir. GREELEY asked the 





yeas and nays 
n. 

- COLLAMER moved that the bill be laid 
ypon the table. 

‘The yeas and nays were asked and ordered on 
that mouon. 

. And pending the question— 


On motion of Mr. BURT, the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
er the rule, and referred: 

By Mr, TURNER: Petitions of a great number of citizens 
of the State of Ilinors, praying a donation of public lands to 
vdsaid State in the coustruction of railroads. Also, the 
net ,ot Joa Bolandes and others, praying for a mail 


By Mr. St. JOUN: The petition of William H. Hart, and 
other citizens of Walder, Orange county, New York, pray- 
ora reduction of postage, and the ebulition of the frank- 


Mr. MILLER: The petition of William Steel, and 81 
ns oF Richland county, Ohio, praying the pas- 
sage ofa law to prevent the transportation of the mail, the 
ryot letters, &e., on the first day of the week. Also, 
the petition of Robert Wilson and 40 others, citizens of said 
tv, forthe same obieet Also, the petition of James Coe 
iors, tuzens of said county, for the same objeet. 
o, the petition of Sarah J. White, and 36 other ladies of 
e said county. for the same object. 
By Mr. SMITH, of [Minois; The memorial of Thomas 
rand a large number of other citizens of said State, 
paying a donation of land to aid in the construction of a 
road connecting the upper and lower Mississippi tiver 
villi the northern lakes at Chicago. 
ly Mr. JENKINS: The petition of the inhabitants of 


others, citlz 








Trenton, Oneida county, New York, for cheap postage, and 
te abolish the franking privilege. 

ir. KELLOGG: The petition of Joseph Gaulding 

sitty others, citizens of Essex and Clinton counties, 

New York, praying for a revision of the laws relating to 

ncouragement ofthe useful arts, and fora modifieation 

i¢ laws, sO as to secure lo inventors the benefits of their 

wertes, &C. 
i) Mr. NICOLL: The memoriai of James Harper, Wm. 
B. Crosby, and others, of the city of New York, for the im- 


nediate removal of the very dangerous obstructions to the 
navigation of Tlurl Gate channel, in the harbor of New York. 

By Mr. PALPREY: The petition of Charles Davenport 
and tirty-seven others, mostly of Cambridge, Massacliu 


sells, praying for a revisal and amendment of the patent 
AW 


By Mr. LEPPLER: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Muscatine county, Lowa, praying the passage of a law for 
tie reduction and uniformity of postage, 
IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, February 22, 1848. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from citi- | 
zens of Springfield, Massachusetts, asking for an 
amendment of the patent laws; which was referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
_Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a peti- 
tion from the commissioned officers of the third 
regiment of artillery, asking that the non-commis- | 
sioned officers and privatessof that regiment may be 
placed on the same footing as to certificates of merit | 
with the enlisted men of the army; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented adPetition from 
Py rry E. Brochus in behalf of certain officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates 
of the marine corps, who served in the Jate war 
with Mexico, asking that they may be allowed | 
extra pay and bounty land; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented joint resolutions | 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of New | 
York, in favor of the adoption of meaaures for car- | 
rying out a resolution of Congress authorizing the 
erection of a monument to General Nicholas Her- 
kimer, an officer in the revolutionary army; which 
Were ordered to be printed. 
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reJation to the claim of Mary D. Wade \ 
dered to be withdrawn from the files of the Senate 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Bi RL AN >, fror } tl etomn ittee on P rly 1 


Lands, reported a bill for the relief of the widow 
and heirs of Dr. H. Perrine 

On motion of Vit DIX, the Senate nroaces lec 
to consider the bill 

After some discussion, in wl ich Mr. BOR 
LAND, Mr. YULEE, and Mr. WES] as 
took part— 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the further consider- 
ation of the bill was postpone luntil to-morrow. 

Mr. PREESE., from tl Cammiuttee on Pulbly 
Lands, reported the ftoamend an ( 
An act to provide for the ' imtshment of offences 
committed in utting, destroying, or 1 HnovVInE 
live oak, and othe: um or rec reserved fon 
naval purposes,”’ approved 2d March, 1831, with- 
out amendment, with a recommendation that it do 


not pass. 
Also, from the same committee 


eported the 
bill to cede to the State of 


i 
! 
Alabama the lands un- 


sold in that State belonging to the United States 


, 
and remaining unsold after the Ist day of May, 


IS48, and fou othe r purposes, Ww ithout amen Ime nt, 


and with a recommendation that it do not pass. 


Also, from the same committee, reported the bill 


for the relief of Samuel 


public moneys at Fairfield, lowa, without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do not 
pass. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 

, 

report on the petition of S. Woods, of Missouri, 
asking certain mining privileges in California and 
New Mexico. 

Also, from the same committee, reported House 
bill crantine a half section of land for 


= 


J. Bavard, late receiver of 
} 
| 


the use of 
schools, within fractional township nineteen south, 
of ranee eighteen west, county of Lowndes, Mis- 
sissippi, without amendment, and recommending 
its passage. 

Also, from the same committee, reported House 
bill for the relief of Elisha Hampton and others, 
without amendment. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported Tiouse bill to authorize the com- 
ave of twenty-dollar and one-dollar rold nieces at 
the Mint of the United States, with an amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on reported House bill for the 
relief of Captain Alexander McEwen, without 
amendment, and recommended its passage, 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported House bill for the 
Buck, without amendment. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
Mary Wilkinson and of the heirs of William Flan- 
igan and William Parsons: and also an adverse 
report on House bill for the relief of William Tee, 
of Portsmouth, Virginia. 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. ! 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to each 
non-commissioned officer, tousician, and private, or the 
heirs of those who have died, who were in actual service 
six months or more in the army of the United States, or 
volunteers, or mounted rangers during, the war of 1812 with 
Great Britain, a quantity of land as bounty, not exceeding 
160 acres. 

Mr. BREESE also submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting three 
months’ extra pay to all the officers, warrant and petty 
officers, ordinary scamen, landsinen, and marines, engaged 
in actual service, in the war with Mexico, in the Gulf of 
Mexico and Pacific Ocean, and adjacent coast. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to 
communicate to the Sehate a copy Of the official re port of 
Captain Mervine, of the United States navy, relative to the 
battle of Santa Clara, and the subsequent surrender of the in- 
surgents to the forces under the command of Captain Ward 
Marston, of the United States marine corps, which resuited 
in the quelling of the insurreetion in North California. And 
also a copy of the correspondence between the said Captain 
Mervine and Captain Ward Marston, together with a copy 
of the general order issued by Captain Mervine on the return 
of the expedition of Yerba Buena, California. . 

Mr. CLARKE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 


Pensions, 


relief of Mary 


On motion of Mr, STURGEON, the papers in |, Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Offiee and Post 
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Roads instructed to inquire whether the « Iract made 
with Bal. Mills by the Postmaster G e bansport 
roo mail between the United & t d Bremen, 
midert iuthority of the “Act to provide for the transport 
tion of the mail between the United States and forergn 
t approved Sd March, | ius been executed 
‘ ° r to iis terme hy said Mills; and whether it iS OXpe 
ntinue said contract beyond ¢ period of Gve 

vears, to Which itis now lunited by its terms 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 
Mr. PEARCE submitted the following resolu- 


res over: 


Resi Piat the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to oo t te to the Senate whether additional rooms 
are needed fa e use ofthe Government, tor the sate eus- 
tody ofits ag Ves, and tor the transaction of basiness con- 

ied with the ever ‘ utmments: and whether, tn his 

rn, ft yt the corner of Pand 17ih streets, 

belo t t \ Hi. VW der, is suitable for such pour 

pose A \ tto purchase said builuiag, 
eit ame ¢ i I rug walle rice 


Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following: 


Re ef, That the Senate will to-day 


take a recess from 
Mr. DOUGLAS submitted the following reso- 
lution, which hes over: 


Resolved, That hereafter the hour of 


ate shail be eleven Oeloek 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a report from the Secretary of 


meeting of the SBen- 


the ‘Treasury in re- 
lation to the warehousing system. 


On motion of Mr. DIN, 


Ordered, ‘That it be printed, and that 10,009 additional 
copies be furnished tor the use of the Senate. 
NEW TERRITORIES. 


Mr. WEBSTER. 


the Senate for five 


I bee to call the attention of 
minutes Lo a paper W hich L wish 
to lay on the table of the Senate. The Senate has 
been engaged now for some days in discussing the 
very Important question of the present state and 





condition of the newly-acquired territories of the 
United States, and of the ne cessiy of some provis- 
ion immediately being made for the government 
of these territories; and we have given some cone 
sideration to the kind of government it is expedient, 
bearing in mind the 


he urgency of the case, and the 
{ 


approaching end of this session of Congress, to form 
for them. 

I have heard, sir, with respect and attention, the 
speechesof honorable Senators who have addressed 
the Senate on this in portant question; and L have 
read carefully the propositions which, have been 
made in the form of propose’ amendments to the 
bill now before the Senate. ‘To these amendments 
there seems to be objections, arising as well from 
the manner in which the subject has been intro- 
duced, in the way of amendments to this bill, as 
from the character of the propositions themselves. 

I wish, sir, atas early a momentas may be con- 
venient, to suggest in @ precise form what appears 
to me to be the most expe dient course to pursne at 
the present moment in regard to the Territories of 
California and New Mexico. [fit be the opinion 

that, considering the circumstances 
of the case, some provision for the government of 
these territories may with propriety, or from ne- 
cessity, be adopted in the eivil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill, I shail offer the paper I hold in 
my hand as an amendment to that bill; butif the 
sentiment of the Senate shall be that anv bill rela- 
ting to Calfornia shall be considered as & separate 


of the Senate 


‘ 


measure, then this paper will suggest what, In my 
judgment, is the practicable and reasonable 
course now to be adopted. I do not propose to 
prolong any discussion on this bill. My purpose 
is to have the paper which I hold in my hand 
printed. I ask that it may be read and printed, by 
way of amendment to the bill now before the Sen- 
ate, or as a substitute for it. 

The Secretary read the paper as follows, and it 
was ordered to be printed: 


most 


That the President of the United States be, and he hereby 
is, authorized t) hold possesricon of and oceupy the Ternito- 
ries of California and New Mexico, ceded by Mexico to the 
United States by the teaty of the 2d of Febfuury, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight; and that he be authorized for Chat 
purpose and in order to maintain the authority of the United 
States, and preserve peace and orderin said Terntories, to 
employ such parts of the army and navy of the United Staves 
as he may deem necessary. 

Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That until the expiration 
of the next session of Congress, unless Congress shall sooner 
provide for the government of said Territories. the existing 
laws thereof shall be maintained and cbserved; and that the 
civil and judicial authorities, heretolore exercised in said 
Territories, shall be vested in, and exerewed by, such person 
or persons as the Pre sident of the United States shall appoint 
and direet, to the end that the intinhitants of said Territories 
may be protected in the tull and free enjoyment of their 


|| liberty, property, and religion: Provided, nevertheless, ‘That 
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martial law shall not be proclaimed or declared in anid Ter 
rijories, or either of them, nor any military court established 


ose eee . —_— - — 
ee ee ee ee 


or instituted, exec ot ordinary whal forthe trial of 
| me belonging to the army dna the United Stat 
%. efml be if fut! cnated, That the sum of 
Thousand dollars be, and tie» vere is, appropriated for 
thet purpose of carrying tiese pl nto efiect, to be paid 
outotany monecysin thet otherwise appropriated, 
Mr. DAYTON 1g the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has offered ecting itself with the 
civil and diplomat yn tion bill, and in view 
of the exiwencies of California at tne present time, 


ronment for that coun- 
ment in like manner, 
iy It printed, merely 


ee ; 
fantiniiyv of the acts 


and the wantof a proper gove 
tury, | would present an amen 
mply of hav 


with a view 
oheerving that itis a copy sub 


which eave authority to the President of the United 
States to govern the Terrttories of Florida and 
Louisiana, and isin accordance with those prece- 


dents heretofore established, 


i secretary read the amendment as follows, 
and it was ordered to be printe 

7 turtilthe endofrt ret se rofthe next Conere 
u of r i 1 ' ‘ rritories 

ty juirev| from Mex . under the Iste treaty w 

fy ‘ nent, (dated secor r rv. een hundred 
a ' ®e soon i ( s.nli the mol 
tay.e: n i i CTS eY ‘ v the ofhicers of the 
eNIsting govern ott me t ones shall be vested 
in such | por r S, ited vl exer ain 
monner asthe President ofthe towed States shall direet tor 
th cutee f { i nts ¢ | territories inthe tree 
enjovinen? of their liberty, property. end religions ana the 
Jaws ot the United tntes, relating to the revenue and its 
collection, shall be extended to said territories And 
President of the United Stat ilbe. and he is hereby.a 
thorized, 1 the term aforesa lish such districts 
t i of the 1 ! 1 rg the reces f 
oC int suel ! t ' | 
ex a | lofthes t Clonere fo ent 
th: dla ' 7 1 expedient: de ' 
tor ‘ comp i Y Tray yy ‘ 
norexceeding dou re compensati heretovore pad t 
eintiae officers of the Cone ! es, or its terrtorre 
lik ervice; and to enable the to be done sum of 
two hundred thousand dollars | appropriated, out of any 


money in tee treasury Hot otherwise appropt 
ARMS FOR EMIGRANTS TO CALIFORNIA. 


MASON moved to postpone the nrtor 
orders with a view to take up the joint resolution 
reported some davs since from the Military Com- 
mittee, to authorize the Secretary of War to fur- 
nish arms and ammunition to persons ¢ migrating 
to the ‘Territories of Oregon, California, and New 
Me mico, on certain conditions. 

| a Senator, Mr. 
MASON said, that by this joint resolution, it was 
proposed to authorize the Sec tary of War to 


nnawer to a question trom 


furnish arms to those who emicrate to California, 
they paying for them. 

Mr. BENTON honed the motion would not be 
Agrres | to, ble should be sorry to say over arain 
in the Senate what he had already / 


said in commit- 
tee on the resolution. ‘This Government ought 
not to be peddling arms to anybedy; it should 
either give them or not part with them at all. 

Mr. RUSK said the individuals for whose use 
these arms would be eranted, if this resolution 
should p iss, were going to California by the invi- 
tation of the Government to settle there, and arms 
were necessary for tl eir de fence. They were to 
travel over land to that country; and, as it was 
Important that we should have an overland route, 
it war important to afford facilities and means of 
defence to emigrants; for, as they traveled through 
the insettled parts of the ec untry, they would 
doubtless make valuable discoveries re specting the 
way thither. There was a propriety in obtaining 
arins from the Government of the United States, 
because there was a large amount on hand at the 
various arsenals absolutely wasting away, and por- 
tions of which, every vear or two, were sold by 
the Government. For these and some other rea- 
sons which he gave, he hoped the resolution would 
be verre ed to. 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone the prior orders, that the resolution 
might be taken up, and it was agreed to. The 
resointion was accordingly taken up for consider- 
ation. 

At the request of Mr. MASON, the report of 
the committee on this subject was read, 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to strike out the pro- 
viso, which provided that the emigrants should 
pay forthe arms they should receive. He wished 
them to be given absolutely, if furnished at all. 

_ After afew words from Mr. DAVIS, of Missis- 
Bippi, the amendment was rejected. 


The resolution was then reported to the Senate, | 
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was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read a third time and passed. 
NOTICE OP A JOINT RESOLUTION. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD eave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or on some subse quent day, ask leave 
to introduce a joint resolution to amend the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to postpone the prior 
orders, and to take up the following resolution, sub- 
mitted by him on the 20th instant: 

Resolved, That the resolution setting apart Thursday of 
each week for the consideration of private bills be, and it is 
hereby, rescinded. 

The question being put, it was decided in the 
negative—ayes 17, noes 25. 

JAMES Y. SMITH. 

On motion of Mr. BALDWIN, the prior orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider a bill for the relief of James Y. Smith. 

The bill was then covsidered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and was ordered to a third reading, and 
was subse Give ntly read a third time and passed, 

MERCHANT S CARAVAN IN AN ENEMY’S 

COUNTRY. 

The Senate considered, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the bill for the relief of Manuel X. Har- 
mony, which had been reported from the Com- 
mittee of Claims with an amendment, proposing 
to insert, after the word ** wagons,’ the words 
‘and other property.’’ 

Mr. BRADBURY desired some information 
respecting this claim, and suggested that the report 
of the committee should be read. 

Mr. YULEE thought the chairman of the com- 
mittee could give a suecinet narrative that would 
be more intelligible than the voluminous report. 

Mr. MASON, Mr. President, the petitioner 
was engaged in a trading expedition to Santa Fé 
and the northern provinces of Mexico, having a 


number of wagons, mules, anda quantity of mer- | 


He was a citizen of the State of New 
York, and had never been engaged in an expedi- 


} } 
enanase. 


tion of this kind before, and of course was unac- | 


quainted with the difficulties attending it. He left 


Missouri for Santa Fé before intelligence of the | 


war reached there, and thus had no knowledge of 
the declaration of war tll some time afterwards. 
After traveling some three hundred miles, he was 
overtaken bya detachment of United States troops. 
They ordered him to march in the rear of that de- 
tachmént to Santa Fe. After being detained at 
Santa Fé for some time, he and others were per- 
mitted to depart for the northern provinces of New 
Mexico with their merchandise. ‘They had pro- 
ceeded to a point near the Rio Grande, where the 
whole company halted for a time, in order to Jearn 
the condition of the country, and whether it would 
be safe tmenter Mexico, and whether they could 
find a market for their goods. A gentleman who 
came from Mexico told him that he would be 
allowed to enter Mexico and sell his merchandise. 
The traders were about to avail themselves of this 
news, when they were overtaken by Colonel Don- 
iphan and his command, and the petitioner was 
ordered to go with him to Chihuahua. The letter 
which he presents shows that Colonel Doniphan 
wanted to avail himself of the services of these 
traders, in case he should meet a superior force. 
He wished also to have the advantage of. their 
wagons, which would be used as fortifications on 
the plain, if they were attacked. 


He wanted also | 


to prevent the Mexicans from having the benefit | 


of the merchandise. The petitioner formally pro- 
tested against being thus impressed and forced to 
accompany the troops, 


It appears, however, that under this protest he | 


was compelied to join the command of Colonel 
Doniphan, and that the Colonel proceeded to er- 
ganize the teamsters and others under appropriate 
commanders, and to make them a part of his armed 
force. And, further, that in the action which Col- 
onel Doniphan had, these teamsters notonly fought, 
but that the wagons were made to furnish a mask, 
as it is called in military phrase, to his command. 
It appears, also, that a number of his mules were 
taken and used for purposes of the transportation 
of the artillery and wagons of Colonel Doniphan, 
and that many forced marches were made, so that 
when the mules arrived at Chihuahua they were 
broken down. On his arrival at Chihuahua the 
petitioner applied to Colonel Doniphan, and in- 


sisted that, as his mercantile expedition had been || 
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: ee 
broken up, he should take the property and: 
the Government of the United States «| 


RNOuld be 


held responsible for the value of it. The Mex 
Government treated the property as goods |r... 
in under the protection of an enemy ae 
that those who purchased them should sy: py 
penalty of the law. The letter shows alen w., 
the petitioner appiied to Colonel Doniphan ¢ 
certificate, which he might employ in his ay, 
cation to the Government of the United Sins... 
for redress. When Colonel Doniphan lef ¢.. 
huabua for Saltillo, by order of General Poy) 
he offered to take the petitioner and his train . : 
him; but his mules were broken down, and so Wom 
out by forced marches that it was IMpPossible fie 
him to reorganize them for a further march. 4, 
had no alternative, then, but to abandon hjs ie 
erty altogether, or to make the best arranzem, 
he could for its safety. He according!y y| oo 
it in the charge of the Spanish consul, subject + 
the order of Colone!} Doniphan. On that cand 
tion the goods were left when Colonel! Doniphan’ 
command departed for Saltillo, considered by tie 
petitioner as public property, the value of wh 
was to be accounted for to him. The Gove; 
ment of Chihuahua claimed that the property had 
heen left there subject to the order of the U; 
States. It was to be held as property of the ene. 
my, and subject to compensation accordingly; ayd 
it was eventually taken by the Government of €\). 
huahua, and converted to its use. The commits 
are of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to ye. 
dress for the merchandise and mules, because \ 
was proved that not only was the property seizy 
by the officers of the Government, but against the 
remonstrance of the petitioner. ‘The amendm 

is one which authorizes the Secretary to ascertaiy 
the facts in the case, and the value of the mules 
and goods, as well as the wagons. The petitioner 
further claims for detention, at various times, 
orders of the officers of the United States. Bur 
the committee were of the opinion that he co) 
not claim on this ground, because it was incident 
to his expedition and his route. Now, the prip- 
ciple involved is this: It is truly and properly said 
that none have a right to trade with an anemy 
in time of war. But it is shown that in this 
case the petitioner had set out before he was aware 
that war was declared, and thus had no know!- 
edee that hostilities had arisen. It was shown 
further, that after he was on his route and had 
advanced two or three hundred miles, and when 
overtaken by the troops of the United States, he 
was permitted to proceed to his original destina- 
tion and his original purpose without any pro- 
hibition by those in command. When he arrived 
at Santa Fé he was treated as others who are en- 
gaged in lawful trade. The duties assessed on 
others were assessed on him, and the amount 
received was paid into the public treasury; and 
after that, by permission of the commanding gen- 
eral, who was also civil governor, he was allowed 
to depart without a question made to the contrary 
for the purpose of going into the northern province 
that he might there finda market. Thus permitted, 
he was again overtaken by a new command, then 
under Colonel Doniphan. His train, and all with 
it, were forcibly taken possession of, and used for 
military purposes on the march. Now, | appre- 
hend it is clearthat where private property is seized 
in time of war by a military officer for public pur- 
poses, the owner hasa right to claim its value from 
the Government; and by this bill the claim hes 
been cut down to the actual loss sustained. 

After some remarks in opposition by Mr. BRAD- 
BURY, the amendment was agreed to—ayes 1), 
noes 13. 

The bill was then reported as amended, the 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill was or- 
dered to a@ird reading. The bill was then read 
a third time, and the question being on its pas- 
sage;— 

Mr. BRADBURY asked for the yeas and nays, 
but the call was not sustained. Soe 

There was some further debate on the bill, in 
which Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. CALHOUN, Mr. 
DICKINSON, Mr. MASON, Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD, Mr. NILES, Mr. WESTCOTT, Mr. 
WALKER, Mr. HALE, Mr. DOWNS, and Mr. 
UPHAM took part. 

Mr. NILES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the engrossment of tbe bill was agreed 10; 
which was negatived by ayes 17, noes 22. 

The question on the passage of the bill was then 
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taken and decided — yeas 


Os 


25, nays 19—as fol- 


, +4 S— Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Clarke, Davis 
ehaseus, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 
cy patrick, Foote, Greene, Haie, Hamlin, Houston, Jolin- 
f “Vr Lousiana, Jones, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Rusk, 
~ {, Upham, Webster, aud Westeott—25. 

( Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Berrien, Bradbury, 
ese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, 
ese Felch, Fitagerald, Jotinson of Georgia, King, Niles, 
phelps, Spruanee, Walker, and Yulee—l9. 


So the bill was passed. 


| qderwoe 


NAYS 


RECONSIDERATION. j 


Mr. HALE said, that having the other day 
4 nail to lay a bill granting a pension to the widow 
-the late Colonel Dix on the table, and being sat- 
sied that that, disposition was not a proper one, 
i that the bill ouglit to pass, he desired to move 
that the Senate take up said bill and pass it. 

The question being taken upon the motion to 
take from the table, it was decided in the negative, 
») a division—ayes 14, noes 24. 

TIMOTHY P. ANDERSON. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to post- 
pone the prior orders, and that the Senate proceed 
to take up the bill authorizing a renewal of a patent 
for the benefit of the widow and heirs of Timothy 
P, Anderson, deceased; which was agreed to. 

The bill was then considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and the amendment moved by Mr. 
Batpwin was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported as amended, and the 
amendment was concurred in; and the bill was 
read a third time and passed. 

JOHN HIBBERT. 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the prior orders 
were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House for the relief of John 


4 


Hibbert; which was considered, and ordered to a | 


third reading. 
third time and passed. 
DISABLED SOLDIERS. 
Mr. JONES moved that the prior orders be 
pogiponed, and that the Senate take up a bill to 


The bill was subsequently read a | 


regulate the pensions of officers, soldiers, seamen, | 


and marines, who have been, or may hereafter be 
disabled in the service of the United States. 

Some discussion took place on this motion, in 
which Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. MA- 


SON, Mr. YULEE, Mr. FOOTE, Mr. DODGE | 


of lowa, and Mr. BREESE, participated; when— 
The CHAIR decided this to be a public bill. 
JOSEPH M‘AFFEE. 

Mr. FOOTE moved that the prior orders be 
postponed, and that the Senate proceed to consider 
ihe Lill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Joseph McAffee, deceased; which 


was agreed to. || 


The bill was then considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, which was reported without amend- | 


ment, and ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. The bill was subsequently read’a third time 
and passed. 
POLLY DAMERON. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, moved that the 
prior orders be postponed, and that the Senate 


proceed to consider a bill for the relief of Polly | 


Dameron. 


Mr. YULEE stated that this bill had not yet 
been reported. 
GENERAL ORDERS. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, the 
Senate proceeded to the general orders. 
Che Senate then proceeded to consider the fol- 


lowing bills, which were severally read a third || 


ume and passed: 

A bill for the relief of John M. McIntosh; 

A bill for the religf of A. H. Cole; , 

A bill to provide for the final settléfhent of the 
accounts of Thomas C. Sheldon, late receiver of 
public moneys at Kalamazoo, Michigan; 

A bill to provide for the final settlement of the 


accounts of Abraham Edwards, register of the || 


land office at Kalamazoo, Michigan; 
A bill for the relief of William Greer; 
A bill for the relief of Eugene Van Ness and 





John M. Brush, executors of Nehemiah Brush. 
The bill for the relief of Robert C. Rogers was 
ordered toa third reading; and, after debate, 


=? 


Un motion of Mr. RUSK, the further consider- 





ation of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


' 


_ The bill for the relief of William Lee was re- || 
Jected—ayes 13, noes 17. I 


The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Reenold alias Nick Hillary, was 
indefinitely posipone I. F 

The bill for the relief of Gad Humphrey was 
discussed, and the further consideration of the bill 
was then postponed unul to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. BADGER, 


7“ S 
The Senate adjourned, 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. » 
TERRITORY 

The SPEAKER gave the floor to 

Mr. SIBLEY, ot Weis ousin ‘Le rritory. 

Mr. WENTWORTEi calied for the orders of 
the diay. 

The SPEAKER said, the floor was held by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin ‘Territory. 

Mr. SIBLEY moved that the rules of the House 
be suspended, to enable him to submit a mouon, 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state ot 
the Union be discharged trom the consideration of 
the bill feom the Senate to establish the ‘Verrito- 
rial Government of Minesota, so as to bring the 
said bill before the House. 

Mr. S.was proceeding to make some remarks— 

When the SPEAKER interposed and said, that 
debate was not in order. 

Mr. SIBLEY said, he would then simply sub- 
mit his motion. 

‘The question was taken, and the affirmative vote 
stood 47. 

‘The SPEAKER said, it was evident that two- 


Ol 


MINESOTA. 


| thirds had not voted in the affirmative. 


‘Tellers were asked for and appointed, (Messrs. 


| CRANSTON and NIcoLL.) 


And the question having been aggin teken, the 
vote stood—ayes 85, noes 18; no quorum voling. 

Mr. KAUIMAN asked the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend the rules. * 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, moved that there 
be a call of the House; which mouon was agreed 
to. 

The Clerk then called the roll. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, as there was ob- 


| viously a quorum now present, he would move that 


all further pxoceedings on the call be dispensed 
with. 
The SPEAKER said the Clerk would report 


the number of members who had answered to their 


; names. 


The Clerk stated the number to be 145. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Incersouti, which, having been decided in the 
aflirmative 

All further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

The tellers resumed their places; and the ques- 
tion ** Shall the rules be suspended ?’ for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, was again taken, and decided in 





| the atlirmative—afes 100, noes 16. 


So two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the , 


| rules were suspended. 


On motion of Mr. SIBLEY, the Committee of 


| the Whole on the state of the Union was then dis- 


charged from the further consideration of the said 
bill. 
Mr. SIBLEY said several gentlemen had ap- 


| pealed to him not to move the previous question. 


He should be very happy to accede to ‘their re- 
guest, but the bill would involve a long debate. 
He must, therefore, with all deference to those 
gentlemen, move the previous question. 

Mr. ROCK WELLyof Massachusetts, inquired 
if these were not some amendments proposed to 
the bill, and what would be the effect of the pre- 
vious question upon them? 

[Cries of ** Order;’’ ** ‘The previous question.”’} 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to rise to a point of 
order. 

Mr. ROCKWELL rose to a point of order. 
He said the Clerk had not read the amendments 
which he understood had been moved to the bill, 
and which had been reported at the same time 
with the bill. He understood that the amendment 


| which had been offered by himself was received 


and ordered to be printed. He wished now to 
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if sustained, it would cut off the amendment or || 


not? 
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[Nore.—The amendment reported by Mr. Rocxwett., 
frou the minority of the Comittee on ‘Territories, ts as 
tollows 


\inead the bill by inserting at the commencement of the 


twelli sectrow, after the word * enacted,” the words fol 
lowing 

* That the inhabitants of the said Territory shall be enti 
ted to and enj all and singular the rights, privileges, and 
vivant , granted and secured tothe pt ople of the territory 
of t United States northwest of the mver Ohio, by the 
articles of the compact contained in the ordinance for the 
governinent of the said territory, passed on the thirteenth 


of Juiy, one thousand seven hundred and eigiity seven, 


and all subject to all the conditions aud restricuons 
and protibitions in said articles Of compact tmposed upon 
the people of said tert sy.?? 

Phe SPEAKER. ‘The Chair is of opinion that 
no amendment excent those re ported by the Com- 
mittee on Lerritories is rightfully pending to the 


hic 


the Committee on 


bill before the ‘The bill was reported by 
‘Territories. The ventleman from 
Mussachusetts, from the minority of the commit- 
tee, rose and asked leave to sui mit & proposilion 
on behalf of the minority. ut 


was the proper 


i 


If that was offered 
(which 


the first reading of the bill, 


time,) as a report, no amendment was in order, 
because, on the first reading, the only question 
which can arise is, **S!} be rerected?" 
4 , * 

When, however, the bill was in a proper state for 
consideration, by the 


mall tists bali 


rule of the Hlouse, it was 
' he Committee of the Whole 
on the siate of the Union, the rule being that the 
first consideration of bills involving appropriations 
shall be in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. No amendment could rightfully be 
offered to the bill antil the bill wastthe.subject of 
consideration. ae 

‘The Chair is of the opinion that the amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, from the mi- 
nority of the committee, was submitted as a report, 
received as such, and printed as a matter of in- 
formation for the House; and that it must have 
been otflered in Committee of the Whole, or in the 
House when the bill was under consideration. Not 
having been so otlered, the amendment is not right- 
fully pending. 

Mr. ROCK WELL stated that the amendments 
offered by the majority of the committee were re- 
ported at the same time with the bill, and with the 
amendment reported by himself in behalf of the 
minority and that they were all printed together. 
He inquired if the Chur ruled the amendments of 
the majority in order? 

The SPEAKER’S reply was not heard, (but the 
same point was raised and decided at a subsequent 
stage of the proceedings.) 

Mr. ROCKWELL appealed to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin {Mr. Sister} to withdraw his 
motion for the purpose of allowing him (Mr. R.) 
to move amendments—certain amendments (he 
said) which had been reported by the majority and 
by the minority of the committee. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Is this question de- 
batable ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to be appealing to 
the courtesy of the gentleman from Wisconsin, 

Afier.a word or two of further conversation be- 
tween Mr. COBB and the SPEAKER on Mr. 
Cons’s pomt of order— 

Mr. ROCKWELL renewed his appeal to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin to withdraw his de- 
mand for the previous question, ty enable him to 
offer the amendment reported from the minority of 
Committee on Territories. He would renew the 
mouon for the previous quesiion, without saying 
one word, afier moving the amendtnent. Other- 
wise, he trusted the House would not sustain the 
previous question. 

Mr. COBB again called the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to order, and insisted upon his point 
of order. 

The SPGAKER announced the question on sec- 
onding the motion for the previous question. 

Mr. BOYDEN rose toa point of order. He 
made the point of order that a Delegate from a Ter- 
ritory in this House had no right to move the pre- 
vious question. He had no right to vote. Suppose 
a measure was passed, could he move to reconsider 
it? He could not vote with either side, and he 
certainly could not move to reconsider. He de- 
nied that the Delegate had any right to move the 


sent immediately to t 


| previous question upon this House; he had no 


right to sustain it. lt wasa vastly more imporiauc 


| knew the effect of the previous question—whether, | matter than the right to vote. 


Mr. COBB called the gentleman from North, 
\\ Carolina to order. 














582 


The SPEAKER requested gentiemen to take 


their seats, and (he said) the Chair would decide the 


question of order. 

Order having been restored- 

The SPEAKER. By the act of March 3, 1817, 
it is provided— 


“ Thatin every territory of e United States in which a 
temporary government bas been, or bereatler all be estab 
lished. and wince) vir ott rcdhnawees ot Congress of 
the 1th of Suis rol nbsequentact of Congress 
passed or to be passed, | “ ith r hereniter ml have the 
fight to send adclegate to ¢ mress, such delegate ahiall be 
elected ever en ‘ ere wth ate lermol lwo years tur 
which nrepiber ! How of Representatives qt the 
Wnited St res ted id inthat House « hr of the 
said delegate all have a seat wh aright of debatng, but 
not of vou 

It is clear he Sneaker continued) that the cen- 
tleman from Wisconsin has no right to vote. “Phe 
Chair has had some doubt whether the centleman 
has thre ricont to thake a motion It , nov er, 
been tue uniform practice of the rior io allow 
delevates to make motions. ‘The gentleman from 
Wisconsin himself made the motion to suspend the 
ules for the purpo of bringing the question be- 

t 
fore the tiouse. j t ion « f j 
portant as the nreviou questo iS it eis aside 
all the rules of the [louse relating to the order of 
business. Gentlemen from the ‘Verritories are ha- 
bitually called for petition nd resolutions, under 
an express rule of the itouse, and always have 
been allowed to move the reference of th . Fhe 
Chair beleves, upon the whole, that delevates fram 
the ‘Territories could not subserve the purposes for 
which they are sent here, ut they have the 
right to make motion id as t] iw doe i 
' ; 

expressiy Geny then t ut 2 Ht, tue Chair is dis- 
posed to accord to them the largest iperty. He 
therefore decides the motion to be in ofder. 

Mr. BOYDEN appealed from the decision. 

- , 

And the question, ** Shall! the décision of the 
Chair stand as the judgement of the House: was 

; , 
then taken, and decided int athrmative. 
So the decision of the Chair was atirmed. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, rose, he 


1 
) said, to ask 
for information. Whenthe bill was reported from 


i 
the Committee on Ve rritories, some ha { dozen 
amendments were reported with tt. The bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and the amendments were ordered 
to be printed. Elis impression was, and such he 


supposed to have been the impression of the Fiouse 


’ 


that these amendments were in a condition to be 


acted upon, and that the previous quesuion would 
not cut them off. 

The SPEAKER said he was decidediy of opin- 
jon that the amendments proposed by the m Lrority 
of the Committee on Territorie s, legitimately of- 
fered to the ‘bill, and reported to the House as 
amendments proposed by the committee, would 
not be ent off by the previous question. The 
Speaker had referred simply to the amendment 
of the minority of the committee, which was sub- 


mitted,as he conceived, for information, and which 
it would not have been in order to move at that 
time. 

Mr. SMITH sugeeated that the amendments had 
not been printed in full. ‘Two of the amendments 
had been printed; but there were three or four 
others. He would imquire whether they were on 
file. . 

‘The SPEAKER was understood to say, that he 
understood from the Clerk the amendments re- 
ferred to were printed in the bill in brackets. 

Mr. LEVIN rose, he said, to an inquiry ona 
point of order. The previous que stion had been 
moved, thus cutting off debate. Heasked whether 
the provisions of the filth section of the bill which 
secured to aliens the meht of suflrave as well as 
the right of holding office, was not a virtual repeal 
of the naturalization laws of the UnitedgStates ? 

The SPEAKER. That is not a point of order. 
The Chair understood the demand for the previous 
question to be insisted on. The question would 
be, was there a second? 

And the question being put, the afiirmative vote 
steod &1. 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Massachusetts, called for 
tellers, who were appointed, (Messrs. McCien- 
NAND and Hresarp. ) 

The question was again taken, and the vote 
stood—ay: 8 Yo, noes 7). 

So there was a sec nd. 

The question then being, “ Shall the main ques- 


tion be now pute — 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, asked the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose, he said, to make an in- 
quiry of the Chair. Ele desired to be informed by 
the Speaker whether, if the main question should 
now be ordered, the gentleman from Massachu- 

etts | Mr. Roexkwext| would have an opportunity 
to offer his amendment 
‘The SPEAKER anawered in the negative. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If we reject the previous 
question, the bill wall then be Open to amendment? 

‘The SPEAKER was understood to say, that the 
first question would be on the pending amendments 
reported from the Committee on ht rritorie 

Mr. GIDDINGS said, he hoped, then, the call 


‘ 


or the yeas and nays would be sustained; and they 


vere ordered 
\ ’ ’ cae a sali 
. conyersation took place between Mr. HOUS.- 
LON of \ ima av the SPEAKER, in reia- 
tion to the effeet which the refusal of the House 
to order the main question would have on the 
j maT OD ia i i i 
hi Md th PIAIWER finaly intimated that ne 
: 
wi id decide tt question when it came up. 
vie. GENTRY (addressine the Chair) said he 
ed thatif the main cuestion was ne tordered, 
the bill would go over unul to-morrow. 
i rRAK KEN Oo Gecidet 
: wr +! + P 9} . d 
vir. GO) 1 xed for the reagding of the amend- 
ment of Mr. Ros vein, of Massachusetts 


’ YQ AT » «i a | ’ 
ihe SPRAWL Said it Was not in order at this 











mm, Blackmar, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Catheart, 
Chhogman, Coilamer, Coilins, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, 
Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Eckert, 
Liisall, Bdwares, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
barreliy, Fisher, Games, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Got, 
Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan KK. Halt, James G. 
Heunpion, Moses Hampton, Henry, Hilliard, 1. 0. Holines, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Prin, Jenkins, Kel 
logg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, Latin, William 


T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Levin, Maclay. MeClel- 
land, Medivaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, 
Vierns, Mullin, Nes, Outhuw, Paltrey, Peaslee, Peck, Pol- 


lock, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockhill, Julius Roekwell, John 


j 
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Thea ton, *§sS | the main auestion be now 

we? wa tuken, and decided in the athrmatuve— 
vy ¢ 10:2, nays WY—as follows: 
" YEA Viessrs. Atkinson, carrmager, Bedinzer, Birdsall, 
focock, Dowdon, Bowlin, Loyd, Brides, rodhead, Wil- 
lian Ge. Brown, Charles Browu, burt. Cabeil, Canby, Ciiase, 
Clapp, Franklin Clark, Bevetly L. Clarke, Howeil Cobb, 
Wilhamson R.W. Cobb, Coeke, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, 
Daring, Dunn, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Flournoy, 
Preneh, Fries, Fulton, Gogetn, Green, Wiliard P. Hall, Uar- 
alison, Harmanson, Harris, Heuley, Hill,George 8. Houston, 
juve, Charles J. fugersotl, Iverson, Jameson, James H. 
johnson, KR ert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Johu W. 
Jones, Kaifinan, Kennon, La Sére, Letter, Ligon, Lincoln, 
Lord, Lumphin, Lynde, YieCleriand, McDowell, McKay, 
Melane, MceQuecu, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Morse, 
Murphy, Newell, Nreotl, Pendleton, Petrie ston, Pils 
bury, Preston, Richey, Robinson, Sawyer, 3 perd, Simp- 
sou, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Stephens, ‘Poib.deaux, 
‘Thomas, James Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Robert 
\. ‘Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, ‘Poupkius, Toombs, 
Tu r, Van Dyk Vennble, Wallace, Wick, Wik yy Wil- 
haat , and’ Woodward —iu2 

NAY S— Messrs us, Ashmun, Barrow, Belcher, Bing- 


A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. Johu, Schenck, | 


Shernil, Silvester, slingerland. Caleb B. Smith, Truman 
smh, Starkweather, Char E. Stuart, Stroh, Strong, 
Tallmadge, Tavior, John B. Thompson, Thurston, Vinton, 
Warren, Wentworth, and White—9. 

So the House decided that the main question 
should be now taken. 


The SPEAKER. The question is first on the 





amendments proposed by the majority of the com- | 


mittee, Which will be read. 

‘The first amendment was read, and proposed to 
strike out in the first section the words, ‘* the pas- 

ice of this act,’’? and insert * the 10th day of 
March, 1849,” (the time at which the bill is to take 
effect.) 

Mr. HARALSON called for the yeas and nays 
on the adopuon of this amefidment. 


‘The yeas and nays were ordered, and being | 


taken, were—yeas 97, nays 101—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Bar- 


row, Belcher, Blackmar, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, | 


Butier, Cabell, Cocke, Collaimer, Conger, Cranston, Cris- 


field, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Dun- | 


can, Dann, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, | 


Nathan Evans, Farreiiy, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Ful- 
ton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Gott, Greeiey, Gregory, Grin- 
nell, Hale, Nathan K. tiail, James G. Hampion, Moses 
Hampton, Henry, Isaac BR. Holmes, Elias B. Holmes, Hub- 
hard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John W. Jones, 
Kellogg, Thomas Buller King, Danie! P. King, William 
T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoln, Melivaine, Horace Mann, 
Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nes, Newell, Outlaw, 
Palfrey, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rock- 
well, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. John, 
Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Stingerland, Caleb 
B. Smith, Truman Sinith, Stephens, Strom, Talimadge, 
Paylor, Thibodeaux, Richard W. Thompson, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Warren, and White—97. 
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or 


NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Beale, 


Bedinger, pj 


tirdsall, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, Bridges. Brodheait ww 
tam G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. w a » W 
Catheart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Bevey vi 7 . 
Howell Cobb, Williantson R. W. Cobb, Col): c oe 
Daniel, Darling, Edsall, Paran, Featherston, Piekii, 1 r 
Fries, Giddings, Goggin, Willard P. Hall, Horaiso:. pe, 
Henley, Hill, George 3. Houston, Inge, Charles J. fhe, s 
Iverson, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Robert V4 Joh ; 


George W. Jones, Koufinan, Kennon, Lahm, ba Ss 
ney Lawrence, Letiler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Es 
Maclay, MeCleliand, MeClernand, MeDowell, vy Ka 
Lane, McQueen, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Morrie. y, 
Murphy, Nieoll, Peasiee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton. ? 
Richey, Robinson, Rockhil), Sawver, Smart. Rober 
Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Stop - 
James ‘Thompson, R. A. Thompson, Witham "1 
Thurston, Tompkins, Toombs, Turner, Venable, Wai, 
Wentworth, Wiek, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, and W.,, 
ward—-101. 


So the first amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to lay the bilj 
table, and on that motion he demanded the y; 
and nays; which were ordered. 

Nr. ELARALSON rose, and said he wished », 
obtain information upon a certain point before hy 
voted. He would respectfully ask whether the 
} ’ "ol : 5° 
last clause was a part of the original bil! now, 
the refusal of the Liouse to insert 1 in the firsts 
tion ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair knows nothing; 
the subject. 

fA Voice. That is a question of legal construc. 
tion!] 

‘The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the bill on the table, and the vote stood—yeags 
Sx, nays 106—as follows: 

YE AS— Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashniun, Barrow, | 
cher, Biackmar, Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, B 
Cabell, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collamer, Coy 
ger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Daniel, Dickey, Dixoy, 
Garnett Dunean, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexandey 
Evaus, Nathan Evans, Farreliy, Fisher, Flournoy, Gaines, 
Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Greeley, Gregory 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan KR. Hail, dames G: Hanipton, Moses 
Hampton, Henry, Hill, Hilliard, Elias B. fioimes, Hubbard, 
Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Kellogg, Thomas Butler 
King, Daniel P. King, William 'T. Lawrence, Levin, Me! 
vaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Morehead, Mullin, Nes, Gut 
law, Palfrey, Pollock, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, Jolin A 
Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. Jobn, Schenck, She 
perd, Sherrill, Silvester, Siingerland, Truman Smith, A 
drew Stewart, Suohm, Tallsnadge, Taylor, R. W. Thou 
son, John B. Thompson, Vinton, Warren, and White—s 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Bedinger, Birds 
Rocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Brodhead, | 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, Cia 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Cocke, 
Coilins, Crozier, Cummins, Darling, Duer, Dunn, Ed 
Faran, Featherston. Ficklin, Freneh, Fries, Fulton, Gr 
Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, 
Isaac E. Holines, George 8S. Houston, Inge, Charies J. Inger 
soll, Iverson, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Robert W. J 
son, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kenuon, Lahm, La Sére, 
Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, Lumpkin, 
Lynde, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, Me Dowell, M 
Kay, MeLane, McQueen, Job Mann, Meade, Miller. Morris, 
Morse, Murpliy, Peaslee, Peek, Petrie, Peyton, Pilsbury 
Preston, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Smart, R 
ert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Stephens, Charles £ 


s 
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Stuart, Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, R. A. Thompson, 


William Thompson, Tompkins, Toombs, Tarner, Van Dyke, 
Venabie, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, 
Wilmot, and Woodward—106. 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The 3d, 4th, Sth, 6th, 7th, @th, 9th, and 1th 
amendments, were then read and agreed to, nem. 
con. 

The lith amendment was read, viz: in section 
13, at the end thereof, strike out the words— 

fAnd the sum of fwenty thousand dollars, out of any 
| money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, is hereby 
appropriated and granted to said Territory of Minesota, to 
be applied by the Governor and Legislative Assembly to the 
erection of suitable public buildings at the seat of Govern- 
ment. } 

And the question being put on agreeing thereto, 
it was decided in the negative. é 

The 12th amendment was read, viz: strike out 
section 17, to wit: 

ind be it further enacted, That the, sum of five thousand 
dollars be, an@the same is hereby, appropriated, out o! any 
moneys in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be 
expended by and under the direction of the said Governor 
of the Territory of Minesota, in the ‘purchase of a library, 
to be kept at the seat of Government, for the use of the Gov- 
ernor, Legislative Assembly, Judges of the Supreme ¢ ourt, 
Secretary, Marshal,and Attorney of said Territory, and suc . 
other persons and under such regulations as shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

And the question being put on agreeing thereto, 
it was decided in the negative. ; 

The 13th and last amendment was read, viz: al 
the end of the bill, insert— z 
| "This act shall take effect from and after the 10th day of 
| March, 1849. 
| Mr. KAUFMAN propounded a question to Loo 
| Chair: he asked whether, if the amendment jus 





p 
1 


— a om 





1849. 


be adopted, it would not take the appointment 
he off from President Polk, and give the 
ame to President Taylor? and whether it does not 


» the honorable Speaker that the amendment 


read 
’ ers 
‘ 


ered palpably tor that pu Ppos 
was 08 —.ePoED: . 
The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 
Chair had no information on the subject. The 


tie . . ' 
‘ee was not provided for in the rules of the 


“ATIFMAN asked the yeas 


Mr. KA 1 and nays on 

he amendment; which were ordered, and being 

: were—yeas 101, nays 95, as follows: 
Viessrs. 





takell, 


vrASs Abbott, Adame, Ashmun, Barringer, 
































oher, Blackmar, Boyden, Brads, Buecker, Butler, Ca 
‘ inby, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, 
caeld. Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett 
D wy. Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Alexander vans, 
vans, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, 
( le. Gentry, Gogg Goit, Gree! .G ory.Gl!I 
; i Nathan K. Mall, Sa: G. Hampton, M 
», i Hilliard, Isaac I B. Hol : 
WW. ton, Hubbard, Huds . Ingersoll, 
John W.d 8, iogg, ‘Thomas ug. Daniel 
«, William lL. ence, Lincoln e, | ‘2 
Na Viarsh, Morehead, Mullin, Ne ti il 
Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Puti Re Hl, 
Il, Roman, Root, Rumsc in, Schenek 
9 , Silvester, Slingeriand. Caleb B, 
r »simith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, StPohm, Tall 
ma e, Tay lor, Richard W. Thonipson. John B.' houipson, 
Van Pvke, Vinton, Warren, and White—-10!. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bhyly, Bedinger, Birdsall, 
| Bridges. Brodhead, Charles Brown, A. G. Brown, Burt, 
( t. Chase, Clapp, Franklin, Ciark B.L. Clarke, Howell 
( t. W. Cobb, Coilins, Cummins, Daniel, 
Da , Featherst icklin, French, Fries, 
G dding wd P. Hall, Hammons, Harmanson, 
Harris, Henley, Hill, G. 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Inger- 


_ iverson, Jenkins, James H. Johnson, R. W. Johnson, 


George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahy, La Sere, 
Sidney Lawrence, Letiler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, 
MeClelland, MeClernand, McDowell, MeKay, McLane, 
MceQu bh Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Mur 





|, Peastee, Peek, Petrie, Peyton, Pilsbury, Richey, 
Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Charles E. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, James Thompson, R. A, 
Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Tompkins, Tur- 





ner, Venable, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, 
Wilmot, and Woodward—95. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose (he said) to a 
point of order, and stated that the business pend- 
ing yesterday, when the Mfouse proceeded to the 
consideration of business on the Speaker’s table, 
was the bill establishing a collection district in 
Texas, on which he was entitled to the floor. He 

ked if that was not the first business in order 
tis mornings 

The SPEAKER. 
Speaker’s table. 

GENERAL CALENDAR. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
fouse resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of ex- 
ecuting the rule which requires the calendar of the 
committee to be called on Thursdays, for the pur- 
pose of acting upon those bills to which no objec- 
tion is made, He asked the yeas and nays. ~ 

The yeas and nays were ordered—the count 
having been taken by tellers, viz: (Messrs. Kaur- 
man and THipopeaux,)—and (having been taken) 
were—yeas 82, nays 96 

So the House refused to go into committee. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 


It is the last business on the 


merce, to whom was referred the petition of Hosea | 


lisley and gthers, citizens of Chelsea, Massachu- 
setis, for authority to make a road over land of the 
United States connected with the marine hospital 
in Chelsea, made an adverse report thereon; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WOODWARD, from the same committee, 
to whom were referred sundry petitions and re- 
monstrances relative to the establishment of a col- 
lecuion district at East Thomaston, in the State of 
Maine, made a report thereon; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill declaring Fort Covington, in the State 
of New York, to be,a portof delivery, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read the third time; and being 
engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- | 


ported a joint resolution in relation to foreign offi- 
cers or seamen who shall render relief to American 
Vessels. in distress; which resolution was read 
twice, and ordered to be engrossed; *and being 
engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr, GRINNELL, from the same committee, || 





' accompanied by a report in writing; 








reported a bill exempting Spanish vessels from 
discriminating duties in certain cases; v h was 
read twice, and ordered to be « ossed and read 
a third tit and being ¢ ossed, v l- 
ing iy read t i time, ]} sed, ai s t to th 
senate tor concurre 
Mr. ASHMUN moved re st 
vote, and moved to lay that motion on 
if ( (Jibs "G i ° ie | i \ Ve ' 
nays on this motion, remarking that he « 
that the f{ of the bil led u ‘ i 
Th yeas and nay were dered havi en 
taken, were—ye rys $4— vilo 
Vl 1 Ra ' ; 
ches < i i i 
Cav i ‘ ( i. 4 ( 
) ( i ] | ‘ 
i ! Ww r 
hy : a } Fl ree 
] ( Gi ( ( G a 
! ( ( \ } ii } ( 
i! ’ hi | et bi ae i 
j 36.5 lin W. boi Hu ] J 
K. Le 4 kt ~John \ j Keli Choma 
Bi i Daniel P. kung, William 7’. Laws e, Lines 
\ Hora M Mary 
4 ie Prest 3 t 
K\ n A. Rockwe Kioman, hoo 
,o epperd, she Silvesi 
»>B.S irutnun Santh pies At 
el i 9 i r, date VV 
1b. T ool i Dyke, Val 9 
Warren, hite—Iit 
NAYS- rs. Athi I , Beale, B i r, Bird 
sall, Bocock, Bowlin, LD Brad Diode 4 i 
Brown, Burt, Catiicart, Ca , Franklin Clark, Bev 
erly L. Clarke, Howell Col iiiauson R.W. Cobb, Cunn 
mins, Daniel, Darling, an, Ficklin, Freneh, Fries, 
Groen, W.i - Hail, Hat a». Barri Henley, bill, 
George $. Houston, lage, J. lngersoll. Iverson, Jen 
kins, James H. Jotinson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Kaufman, Kenion, im, La Sére, Sidney Law 
renee, Lefiier, Ligon, Lord, hat mpkin, Lynde, Viaclay, Me 
Cleliand, MeClernand, MeD ell, Mehay, MeLane, M 
Queen, Job Miann, Nlea , Miller, Morris, Mor » Mur] iv, 
Nicoll, Peasiee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Pilsbury, Richey, 


Robinson, Rockhill, Sawyer, Smart, hu Simith, Staunton, 


vet 


Charles E. Stuart, Stroug, Thomas, Jawes Thompeon, Ko 
ert A. Thompson, Wiliam Thompsoa, Thurston, ‘Turner, 
Venable, Wallace, Weutworth, Wick, Wilg Willams, 
Wilmot, aud Woodward i. .s 

So tl ] 


ie motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 
Mr. GOGGIN rose toa privileged question, and 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the first 
amendment (embracing, he said, substantially this 
amendment) was rejected by the House, and to 
lay that motion on the table. 

‘Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (in his seat.) How did 
you vote? 

“ Mr. GOGGIN. I voted in the negative. 

Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays, which 
were not ordered. 

And the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. : 

The question recurred on the third reading of 
the bill, and on ordering the amendments to be 
engrossed, and was agreed fo. 

Mr. TURNER. ‘The next question is on the 

assage of the bill; 1 move the previous question. 

The SPEAKER said the motion was 
order; the bill had not been read a third time. 
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» House bill 


tion of the No. 704, being a bill to extend the 
revenue laws of the United States over Ue territory and 
waters of Upper California, and to create a collection dis- 
trict rem, and that said Intl be now cousidered in the 
li ree t 
ear it ‘ 


‘The SPEAKER said a vote of two-thirds wouid 


be required for the adoption of the resolution. 
M VICOLL asked the yeas and nays; which 
Wwe ret ° : : ? 
Ski vif N called for the re ading of the reso- 
yw vain read. 
Mr. HALL, of Missouri, asked for tellers on 
1 of the resolution, and thev were 
i » (Vlessrs. Moreneap and Nico.) 
I 1 « | ado} tion of the resolution 
wi len take nd decided in the afirmative— 
‘ 10) re 
mo two \ tlirmative, the reso- 
t Liouse— 
’ ( Wicd moved the | vious question on 
LURNER moved re nsideration of the 
V yy wi t resolution had been adopted. 
i © AKER inquired whether the gentle- 
man had vote ith the prevailing side . 
Mr. TURNER replied that he had so voted. 
Mr. i’ ceed to remark that he should not 
have m t ouon, if it had not been for the 
fact that he knew the previous question would be 
called on the passage of the bill. 
The SPEAKER Interpo ed, and said that the 
quesuion reijated to the priority of business, and 


was not, therefore, debatable. 
Mr. TURNER said he supposed it would be in 
order to state reasons why he was opposed—— 
} 
I 


} ‘DAW ep ‘ 
he SPin LKEGR. INO, Sir. 


hi 


The motion to reconsider was then withdrawn. 
The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, there was a second; and the 
main question was ordered to be now taken, (which 
main question was on the engrossment of the bill.) 


The bill was then read through. 
Mr. DUER inquired of the Speaker, whether 


1 
there was not 


in amendment pending which had 
been oflered by a gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Root,] 


extending the Wilmot proviso? 


not in 


Mr. WENTWORTH inquired if the amend- | 


ments had been engrossed ? 


The SPEAKER replied that they had not. The, 


bill could not be read a third time to-day, except 
by unanimous consent. 

The bill accordingly took its place on the Speak- 
er’s table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to reconsider 
the vote ordering the bill to a third reading, and 
the amendments to be engrossed; and moved to 
lay that motion on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
light-houses, light-boats, buoys, beacons, &c., and 


) providing for the erection and establishment of the 


same, and for other purposes; which was read 
twice, committed, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. G. also, from the same committee, reported | 


a joint resolution to authorize the employment of 
two or more vessels of the navy in testing the 
Ocean tracks recommended by Lieutenant Maury, 
which reso- 


mp? 


lution was read twice and laid on the table, and | 
| the resolution and report ordered to be printed. 


REVENUE LAWS AND THE TERRITORIES. 


Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- 


|} ported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on the | 


state of the Union be discharged frem the further considera- | 


The SPEAKER said there was no such amend- 
ment pend 

Mr. DUER moved that the bill be laid upon the 
table. 

The yeas asked and ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted—yeas J8, nays 145. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. ‘ 

The question recurring on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed, was taken and agree d to. 

Mr. TURNER moved to reconsider the vate on 
the engrossment. 

He said he wished to make a few 
he moved to lay the motion on the 
intended to do before he sat down. It seemed to 
him that they were presenting the mselves ina very 
inconsistent attitude in the eyes of the world by 
passing such a vote as this. 

Mr. COCKE rose to a point of order, and in- 
quired whether the gentleman from Illinois had 
voted in the affirmative on the engrossment? 

The SPEAKER stated that no division having 
been taken, any gentleman could move a reconsid- 
eration. 

Mr. TURNER (resuming) begged gentlemen 
not to be uneasy, as he assured them he had no 
idea of making an hour’s speech. 

It was not (he proceeded to say) a century since 
the Colonies which now formed these United States, 
revolted from the parent Government, and the prin- 
cipal ground of the Revolution was, that the parent 
Government taxed the Colonies without allowing 
them representation, Now, he asked, in case they 
passed this bill, if they did not present themselves 
in precis@y the position of the parent Government 
in taxing her colonies? If we extended our rev- 
enue laws over the Territories of California and 
New Mexico, and established ports of entry, and 
appointed officers there, of course we did it for the 

urpose of collecting taxes in those ports. Now, 
C held that the right of taxation depended upun 


] 


and 


nays were 


remarks before 
table, which he 


|, a condition precedent, viz: that before a government 


could tax its people, it must afford them protec- 
tion. Had we in any manner afforded that people 
protection? Had we given them a government? 
Had we given them civil officers? Had we done 
anything for their protection? Certainly not. 
Mr. GRINNELL interposed, and asked the 
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gentleman if we had not, at this very time, an 
army and a nayy protecting that territory ¢ 

Mr. McCLERNAND (the floor having been 
further yielded) said he wisked to submit this 
question to his colleague, Whether, upon the prin- 
ciple which he had predicated, that we had no 


3:4 
right to collect revenue in the ports ot Caufornia, 
for the reason that that peopie was not represented 


in Congress, Congress would not be prohibited 


in every case of territory, even where we had 


extended a government over that territory, from 


coliécting revenue in its por 

Vir. PURNER replied, that he thought not. 
He believed Wei lL nevei had a territory In this 
Government that was not enutled to representation 
onu wud Hie knew it migat be said that the 
represt 1 was not entitied to A vote; but tne 
rere ive, or the deiegate of the territory 
here had the right to bring the wants and the in- 
terests of his territory before the Congre of the 
l 1 State 4, LO pre rt the ims of tery 
torv, and, by h Speecnes and 4 Olulions, to 
urge the ,wiportance of granting the territory the 
priviiere and rivyhts which they ciate 1. lle 
wiaitelar 1, therefore, that all our territones had 
heretofore had a representation on this oor. 

fi) rerarda to the imterrogatory of the gentleman 
from Massuchusetts: the gentlen i maouired if 


we had not an army and a navy hovering about 


the trontier of that territory ai d protecting itr It 
was true that we had an army and a navy that had 
been emploved ‘but a short time since n conquer- 
ini t territory, by whieh conquest that territory 
had become annexe i by treaty stipulations > tiie 
United States. “he condition of war had ceased; 
at ilyol peace had been tt de; and in that treaty 
or yy we wt had supulated to protect the } Opie, 
and to aliow them to come ! »ythe Unton on an 
equal footing with t other States. ‘Lhese wer 


the stipulation of the treaty: he asked, had we 
carried out those stipulation Had we atiorded 
that peopl any protection? Were we now allord- 
ing them any protection? Did we allow them to 
be he rd on thi mat NO VW « p iced ourselves 
im presisely the tude in which Great britain 
placed herself when she undertook to tax these 
colomes, and did hot rive them the right ol repre- 
sent 
Vir. BROWN, ef Pennsylvania, (the floor ha 

ine been yiel j uid, if he understood the een- 
tleman, he w ao iy in error, The people of 


the new territory were now taxed more than they 


would be under this bill. If he understood the 
facts, no foreign covernment could send any of tts 
merchandise or prouuce into the ports of Calttor- 


nia. ‘Lie people of Califorma could only receive 


allthey eot of foreign merchandise tl rough other 
ports of the United States—could ony receive such 
foreign imports as were first brought into Ney 
York, Ne w Orleans, and other} orts of the Unite { 
States, thus paying the duty he re , and the resh: 


ment there. If this bill passed, they could receive 





foreien goods dire tly , and mst ad of being doubly 
taxed, as they now were, they would have to pay 
but one rate fia , 

Mr. J RNER I umine § uid he was very 
much mistaken if the gendeman himself had not 
falien into a very @ error. He had seen no- 
tices in the naners of shipments of goods from 


rom the South American States to 
that country, and he had never heard that they 
were denied entrance into those ports. 


Fneland and 


| le pre - 
sumed that our army and navy would not under- 
ta to prevent foreign merchandise shipped from 
foreign ports from entering the ports of California 
until they had some law or autnority to do it 

Mr. BAYLY (Mr. ‘PT. having yielded at his re- 
quest) ce sired the gentleman, in the remarks he 
was making, to be vood’ enough to answer the 
question, W hether this bill was nota felo de se? It 
was not to vo into effect until the 10th Sf March. 
Under the Constitution, the President could make 
no appointments during the recess except to fill 
vacancies originating in the recess; but there would 
not be vacancies originating during the recess of 
Conerese. He asked the gentleman to inform 
the House whether the bill, then, was not a felo 
de se? 

Mr. TURNER replied, it appeared to him that 
it would be a felo de se; for, as the gentieman from 
Virginia had remarked, if the office was created 
not to commence until the 10th of March, and if 
the Senate were not in session, appointments could 
not be confirmed. He was opposed to the bill in 


consequence of its having this feature. That, how- 
ever, had relation to a different part of the subject 
from that which he was now considering. 

But he was more opposed to recognizing the 
principle by the action of this Congress, that we 
had the rigat to tax a people before extending to 
them a government—before allowing them to be 
represented. [It was in violation of the great prin- 


ciple upon which all 


our institations were based. 
If we overthrew this platform, we overthrew the 
great principle upon which our Government rested; 
we went back even beyond the feudal laws to ab- 
solute tyranny, to absolute monarchy, and de- 
nied to the people the right te participate in the 
benefits of the Government, while we taxed them 
to support the Government in which they had no 
interest. 

‘This was the main ground of his opposition. He 
placed it on the broad principle of right. We had 
refused to grant to that people a territorial govern- 
ment. Congress fad had before it last year a bill 
to aflord them the protection which we had usually 
extended to our territories; it was defeated. But 
it would appear from the vote just taken, that while 
we dened the right of representation in Congress to 
that people, we were going to tax them. He was 
opposed to the measure from the beginning to the 
end. 

ir. ASHMUN moved to lay on the table the 
motion to reconsider; and it was ordered accord- 
ingly. 

Pine SPEAKER. The bill is already engrossed. 
W hen shall it have its final reading? 

Mr. VV HITE moved now, 

Mr. MEADE inquired of the Speaker if it would 
be in order t6 propose an amendment? 

‘The SPEAKER said, not after the bill had been 
ordered to be engrossed. 

‘The bill was then read a third time by its title; 
and the question being ** Shall this bill pass ?’— 

Mr. WELLE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for the reading 
of the bi full. 


RAL. GLORE. 


1) 


+ 


Mr. MEAD inquired of the Speaker whether | 


it was in order to move to recommit the bill? 

‘The SPEAKER. Not unul the previous ques- 
tion has been reru d. 

Mr. HARALSON inquired whether a vote had 
been taken directly on the question of engrossment? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 


4 
» fz 
vir. 


HARALSON inquired if it was in order to 
move a reconsideration of that vote? 

The SPEAKER explained that the motion had 
already been made and disposed of. 

Some conversation between the SPEAKER and 
Mr. HARALSON followed. 

Mr. MEADE gave notice of his intention to 


move the recommitment of the bill, with instruc- | 


tion to add two sections, which he asked might 
be read for information. ; ” 

Mr. WENTWORTH inguired if this was in 
order? 

The SPEAKER said not, if objection was made. 
The sections could only be read by consent. ‘The 
Speaker also stated that it was not in order, afier 
the engrossment of a bill, to move to recommit, 
with instructions. ‘The gentleman could only 
make a motion to recommit. E 

Some turther conversation followed between Mr. 
MEADE and the SPEAKER. 


The bili was then read through. 


tte a 





‘ 

Feb. 23, 
The title of the bill having been read 
to— 

Mr. WHITE, moved a reconsidera; 
vote, and that that motion be laid on th 

It was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. STANTON moved that the House adiourr 

The motion, by ayes 74, noes 77, was rejected 

The question recurring on Mr, WENTWortn’s 
motion— : 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved thar, 
House resolve itself into Committee of the W),. 
on the state of the Union, for the y 
up the general calendar. 

And on that motion he asked the yeas and y 
which were refused. : 

The question again recurred on Mr. Weyp. 
WORTH’S motion. 

Mr. HARALSON moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The affirmative vote was taken, and decid 
be 82. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays 
which were ordered—and being taken, were, ycas 
107, nays 80. 

So the House adjourned. 


and agreed 


10On Of the 
€ table, 


€ 
e 


urpose of taking 
"3 


ays; 


ed to 


yeas 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
1¢ following petitious and memorials were presented yn 
der the rule and referred: 

By Mr. DANIEL: The memorial of Elias Baines, Jokp 
sattain, Elisha Pitman, Stephen Watson, and 175 other per. 
sons, praying Congress to abolish all laws and regulations 
now in operation, Whereby chaplains to the two Houses of 
Congress, for the army and navy, and other public stations, 
are employed by the Government, and paid out of the pubji 
treasury, and whereby religious schools are established, ang 
religious teaching employed therein at the public expense, 
and that no more laws be passed by Congress relative to 
religion. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of Isaac Parks and others, 
citizens of Madison county, New York, praying for a redue- 
tion of the rates of postage. Also, the petition of G. W 
Henkle and others, praying for a modification of the patent 
laws. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of V. D. Bernard, and 
twenty-seven other mbabitants of Chester county, Penney! 
Vania, praying that slavery may be prohibited in the tern- 
tories acquired from Mexico; that it be abolished in the 
District of Columbia, and all other places over which Con- 
gress has exclusive jurisdiction ; and that no State siiall 
hereafter be admitted into the Union unless slavery be ex 
cluded therefrom. 


mm 
i 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, February 23, 1849. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a message from the President of the United States 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, 
in reply to a resolution of the Senate, containing 
copies of the correspondence between the Depart- 
ment and the Spanish authorities in the case of 
William Henry bush,a citizen of the United States, 
imprisoned in Cuba; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Ceresco, in the State of Wisconsin, asking 
that the rates of postage may be reduced and the 
franking privilege abolished; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial from William 
A. Campbell, surviving partner of James C, Wat- 
son, deceased, asking indemnity for loss sustained 


' by the refusal of the officers of Government to 


‘The question recurred and was taken on the de- | 


mand for the previous question; and, by ayes 80, 
noes 40, it was decided in the affirmative. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question (being on the passage of 
the bill) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, asked the yeas and 
nays on the main question; which were refused. 


surrender certain slaves purchased by them from 
the Creek Indians; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from 
James Hamilton and Rufus Schuyler, asking an 


| appropriation for the purpose of testing the merits 


Mr. GIDDINGS desired to inquire whether, by | 


the extension of the revenue laws, Congress did 


not expressly extend the coastwise slave trade, as | 


authorized by the act of 1807? 
‘The SPEAKER. That I cannot say. 


The question **Shall.this bill pass?’’ was then || 


taken. ‘The affirmative vote was not heard; the 
neyative vote was 37. 
And the bill was passed. 


Mr. WHITE moved a reconsideration of the | 


vote, and that that motion be laid on the table. 
And the motion was laid on the table. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House 
proceed to the consideration of business en the 


| Speaker’s table. 


l 


of a machine for sawing timber into curves and 
levels suitable for ship-building; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Nagai Affairs. 

Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial from citizens 
of Mississippi, asking a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of the Mobile and Ohio railroad; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
the Board of Trade of Philadelphia, asking that 
the coast survey may be continued; which was 
laid on the table. . 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from cit!- 
zens of the United States residing in the valley of 
the Mississippi, asking that military escorts may 
be placed on the route between the valley and 
California, and a permanent military post estab- 
lished in some convenient part of the gold region; 
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‘yy was referred to the Committee on Military 
whic we 


: I. ATCHISON presented a memorial from the 
Le: ature of Missouri, asking a grant of lands 
~ she construction of the Hannibal and St. Jo- 
geph railroad ; which was referred to the Commit- 
me on Pubhie Lands. sla 3 Tie 

On motion of Mr. F ITZPATRICK, it was 


ved, That Adam Hall have feave to withdraw his 


r we 


Or 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs were dischayed trom the further 
“sideration of the bill from the House for the 
Eo ef of Martha Dameron, widow of Christopher 
Tompkins, and it was referred to the Committee 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr, YULEE, from the Contmittee on Naval 
{jairs, made an adverse report on the petiuion of 
Ch ries Colburn; and the report was ordered to be 


pr nted. 


On motion of Mr. YULEE, the Committee on 
Naval Affairs were discharged from the further 
-onsideration of the petition of Calvin Blythe, ex- 
ecuior of Captain Jesse D. Elliott. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Agairs, reported House bill for the relief of Ed- 
ward Myers, without amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill to remit or refund duties 
yoon goods, wares, and merchandise destroyed by 
fve; which was read and ordered to a second read- 


on 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to whom was 
referred the resolution in relation to the appoint- 
ment of Noah Hanson and Joseph Hedrick as 
messengers, reported the same, recommending its 
adopuon. 

Mr. BALDWIN, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported House bill for the relief of the President 
atid Directors of the Union Bank of Florida, with- 
oul amendment. 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported House bill for the relief 
of the grandchildren of Major General De Kalb, 
with an amendment. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs 
and representatives of the late Robert Sewell; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 


mittee on Pensions, reported the joint resolution 
from the House respecting the bounty land and 
pay allowéd to the substitutes of men enlisted for 
the Mexican war, with an amendment providing 
that in no case shall two warrants be granted to 
the substitute and to the soldier for whom he is a 
substitute. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider this joint resolution, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when the amendment, after 
an explanation from Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS moved the following amendment: 

And that a like privilege be extended to such soldiers as 
have been enlisted for tive years, and served during the war, 
but were honorably discharged for special reasons betore the 
expiration Of the five years, 

Which, after remarks from Mr. DOWNS, Mr. 
DAVIS of Mississippi, Mr. JOHNSON of Loui- 
siana, and Mr. WEBSTER, was negatived. 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed. | 


RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 

Mr. CLARKE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquivre intu the expediency of repealing the lth 
section of au act making provision for an additional number 
o! general otheers, and for other purposes, approved 3d 
March, 1¢47, and that the committee report by bill or other- 
Wise, 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be hereby di- 
rected to deliver to the Commissioner of Patents, for the use 
ofthe Patent Office, 500 copies of the 10,000 copies of the 
report of the Commissioners on the explosion of steam boil- 
ers, ordered to be printed at the present session. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Pearce, was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 


to communicate to the Senate whether additional rooms are 


necded for the use of the Government, for the safe custody | 


of its archives, and for the transaction of business connected 
with the several departments ; and whether, in his opinion, 
the building on the corner of F and 17th streets, belonging 





i} 


to William H. Winder, is suitable for such purposes; and 


whether it is expedient to purchase said building, i the same 


can be bad tor a reasonable price, 


BILLS, ETC., ON LEAVE. 

Mr. RUSK asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a jot resoluuon } roviding for a branch mint 
at San Francisco; which was read a first and see- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, 

Mr. UNDERWOCt D, pursuant to notice, aske d 
and obtained leave to intvoduce a joint resolution 
providing tor an amendment of the Consutution; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

RECESS. 

The following resoluuon, submitted yesterday 

by Mr. ATHERTON, was taken up tor consideration: 


, Thatthe Senate will to-day take a recess from 
four o’clock, p. mi. Unt six O'clock, p.m. 


Re Olver 


On the question of the adopuon of the resolution, 
the decision appearing to be adverse— 

Mr. ATiLER TON asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided as 
follows: 

¥ EAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bradbury, Breese, Clarke, 
Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Vowns, Fitzgerald, Foote, Joha- 
son of Louisiana, Mauguin, Niles, Rusk, Spruance, Stur- 
geon, Underwood, and Westcott— 12. 

NAY S—Messers. Allen, Atcutsou, Baldwin, Berrien, Bor 
land, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, 
Daywon, Felch, Fiizpatrick, Greene, Hamlin, Houston, 
Hunter, Johuson of Maryland, Jolnspn of Georgia, King, 
Mason, Miller, Pearce, Sebasuan, ‘Turney, Upiam, Web- 
ster, and \ ulcee—e. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

GEORGE POINDEATER. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to post- 
pone the prior orders, and to take up the biil tor 
the relief of George Poindexter; which was neg- 
atived. 


WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 

The bill to require heads of bureaus and other 
officers at the seat of Government, in egpmining 
and deciding upon claims arising out of the late 
war With Mexico, lo give preference and priority 
in such examinations to those belonging to and 
preferred by widows and orphans or their agents, 
was taken up on the question of its third reading. 

Mr. PEARCE. I hope the bill will not pass. 
It introduces a new principle in legislation, and one 
that is entirely out of place. It proposes to set 
apart and distinguish one class of cases and give 
them a preference over another, without reference 
to the urgency of the case, without reference to the 
character of the individuals concerned, or to the 
period of time during which the application has 
been pending; it sets ail these considerations aside 
in favor of a certain class of cases supposed to be 

| more meritorious. | think this is essenually wrong 
in itself. Itis wrong in principle and wrong in its 
details, because if carried out it will work the gross- 
est injustice; it will allow a claim that is presented 


to-day to have precedence over the application of 


another claimant who may be in the most extreme 
distress, Whose claim may have been pending for 
years. Ityives precedence to the claims of to-day, 
whether the claimants come betore the accountng 
officers in person or by attorney. ‘This is mani- 
festly wrong in principle; and it is wrong in another 
point of view. It seems to me to be introducing 
sentimentality in legislation. 1 beg pardon of the 
gentleman who may have charge of this proposed 
enactment for having said so much, but | think it 
is entirely out of place. It is well to cultivate sen- 
| timents of gallantry; it is exceedingly beautful in 
private lite, but it is not becoming in the legisla- 
tion of Congress. It is well enough in individual 
cases, but we must legislate for classes of cases; 
and even if we do regard this as a class of cases 
which deserve special attention from Congress, we 
shall nevertheless be obliged to confess that this 
law does not carry out the principle by providing 
for that class of cases which is enutled to the sym- 
pathy of everybody. 1 submit that under this 
law the class that is called old maids, whose cases 


at any moment to a new claim from a widow or an 
orphan. Now, for my own part, | reaily think it 
is wrong that that class which is most deserted in 
society should be most deserted in legislation. 1 
think we ought to get rid of this sentimentality in 
legislation; and, therefore, | move to lay the bill 
, upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


may have been pending for years, must give way | 
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BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 

The bill to extend the provisions of an act ap- 
proved March 3, 1847, for carrying into effect the 
exisung compacts with the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, with regard to the five pec cent. fund 
and schoo! reservations, having been returned from 
the tiouse of Representatives with an amend- 
ment— 

On motion of Mr. KING, the amendment of 
the House was concurred in. 


A bill the Elouse of Representatives to 
grant preémption rights for certain islands in the 
Great Miami river, was read a first an@ second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


from 


A bill from the House of Representatives to 
transfer the towns of Vinal Haven, North Haven, 
and Islesboro’, from the collection distriet of Pe- 
nobscot to that of Belfast, in the State of Maine, 
was read a first and second ume, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

\ bill irom the House ot Renrese ntatives to reg- 
ulate the mileage of members and delegetes in Con- 
gress, and for other purposes, was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

A. C. BRYAN AND OTHERS. 

On motion of Mr. BORLAND, the prior orders 
Were postponed, and the Senate proceeded to cou- 
sider the bill for the relief of A.C. Bryan and 
others. The bill was then considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and no amendment being 
olfered, it was ordered to a third reading. ‘The 
bill was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 


JOHN CRAWFORD. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the 
prior orders were postponed, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill for the relief of Jobn 
Crawford. ‘The bill was then considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, and no amendment 
being offered, the bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing. ‘The bill was subsequently read a third ume, 
and passed. 

TERRITORY OF CALIFORNIA, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the ervil and diplo- 
matic service of the United States, for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1850. 

‘The question being on the amendment submitted 
by Mr. Waker, which, as modified at the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Foorg, 1s as follows; the brackets 
inclosing the words inserted by Mr. loore. 

SEC. . And be it further enacted, Thot the Constitution 
of the United States, apd all and singular the several aets of 
Congress respecting the registering, recording, enrolling, or 
hceensing ships or vessels, and the entry and clearance 
thereot, and the foreign and Coasting trade and fisheries, 
and all the acts respecting the tuposing and collecting of 
duties ob imports, and all acts respecting trade and inter- 
course with the Indian tribes, and all acts respecting the 
public Linds [or the survey or sale thereof, and all and sin- 
gular the other acts of Congress of a public aud yeneral 
character, and the provisions whereot are suitable and 
proper to be apphed] to the territory west of thie Rio del 
Vorte, acquired trom Mexico by the treaty of the second 
day ot February, eighteen hundred and jorty-eight, be, and 
the same are hereby, extended over and given, and made in 
jull force and efficacy in ail said territory ; and the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
prescribe and establish all proper and needful rules and reg. 
ulations (iu contormity with the Constitution of the United 
States) for the enforcement of said laws in said territory, 
and for the preservation of order and tranquillity, and the 
estallisiment of justice therein, and from time to time to 
modity or change the said rules and regulations in such 
inaoner as may seem to lin disereet and proper, and may 
prescribe and establish, temporarily, such divisions, districts, 
ports, offices, and arrangements proper for the execution of 
said laws, and appoint and commission such officers as may 
be necessary tv administer such laws in said territory for 
such term or terms as he may prescribe, whose authority 
shall continue until otherwise provided by Congress; said 
otheers to receive such compensation as the President may 
prescribe, not exceeding double the compensation heretotore 
paid to similar officers of the United States, or its territories, 
tor like ee) and to enable the same to be done, the 
sum of two hundred thousand dollars be appropriated, out 
of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. DAYTON moved to amend the amendment 
by substituting the following: 


That until the end of the first session of the next Con- 
gress, unless other provision for the government ot the Ter- 
ritories recently acquired froin Mexico, under the late treaty 
with that Government, (dated second February, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eiglit,) be sooner made by Congress, all 
the military, civil, and judicial powers exercised by the 
officers of the existing government of the same Territories 
shali be vested in such person or persons, and shall be ex- 
ercised in such manner as the President of the United States 
shall direct, fur We maintainmg the inhabitants of sdid Ter- 
ritories in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property » and 
religion; and the laws of the United States, relating to the 








at 
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revenue aud its eolleetion, shall be extended to said Lerrt 


tore And tbe President of the I ited States shall be, and 
he is hereby, authorized, withia the term aforesaid, to estab 
lieh ich dietricts for the « flection of the revenue, aud 
during the reese of Congress appomt eu h officers, whose 
COMINISe Ons Shall expure athe endot the next session of 
Congress, ta entorce t iw“ is to hie shall sec eX 
pedient: id offteers ta receive such compensation as the 
President may pr ribe, not exceeding donble the compen 
sation heretofore p fro simmlaraetheoer of thre United States 
or ite Territon rlike servicers; afid to enable the same 
to be do 1 oti undred thousand dollars be ap 
propriated t ! mone i” the treasury not Otherwise 
app wr 


Mr, DAYTON addressed the Senate at length 


} meniment 


nadvocetit 

Mi WEBSTER followed against all these 
amendments, a only tendine to delay the appro- 
priation , stating that he would offer his when 
the Hien bill to extend the revenue laws over 
‘ of ' « i come t 


Nir. FOOTE occupied the floor until four o’clock 
mores 


\ir. WALKER expressed a wish to reply in 


defence of h rapoasittal 

Mr. ATHERTON, DOUGLAS, and Mr. 
DIX, made mune remarks, when 

Nir. HALE moved that the Senate now adjourn: 
“aye 17. noe seed 

Afier a2 few remarks from Mr. BREESE and 
avit 1] GLAS 

he Senat AG POUT 

\ full report of this Debate will be found in the 
Appendix. ] 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
bripay, February 23, 1849. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mii Bow DON asked the general consent of 


the Elouse ») Introduce @ proposition, (the nature 
of which was not ascertain by the reporter. ) 

‘Ir. ASIIMI N olay ted, ana called tor the rec- 
ular order of busine 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 

MI KAUFMA moved that the rules be sus- 

nded, for the purpose of enabling him to intro- 
duce a bill te reduce the rates of postage, and to 
make the same uniform throughout the United 
States, irrespective of distance. 


The question being taken, the rules were not 
suspended 


Mr. BOW LIN moved to reconsider the vote on 


the joint resolution to authorize medals and other 


testimonials to foreigners assisting American sea- 
men; which was laid over. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, cf Connecticut, remarking 
that this was the last day en which private bills 
could be acted upon which were not objected to, 
moved that the Tlou proceed to their considera- 
ton. In order to facilitate the despatch of the 
business, he asked leave to offer the following res- 
olution, and if objections were made, he said he 
should move a suspension of the rules: 


Resolved, That private bills from the Senate shall be the 


epecial order for this day; and those bills to which there 


shall be no objection shall be first considered. 


Mr. WENTWORTH and other gentlemen ob- 
ected 
‘The question was taken on the suspension of 
the rules, and was decided in the negative. 
Mr. ROCKWELL moved_that the tiouse re- 
ve ttself into Committee of the Whole, for the 
consideration of bills on the private calendar. 


"Phe question was taken by tellers—Messrs. 
Rockweit and BDoyp—and was decided in the 


hegative. 
MEXICAN INDEMNITIES. 

Mr. J: R. INGERSOLL asked the reneral con- 
sent, and, if that was refused, gave natice that he 
should move a suspension of the rule®? to enable 
him to offer a resolution making the bill providing 
for Mexican indemnities the special order for -to- 
morrow, (Saturday. ) 

Mr. COLLA MEER said he thoucht it was a duty 
due to gentlemen in the House who had had re- 
ports on hand for more than a month, to insist 
upon the regular order of business, that the com- 
mittees micht be called in order. 

The SPEABER announced the question on the 
suspension of the rules! 

My. SMITH, of Connecticut, inquired of the 
Chair whether, as the House had already made a 
special order in this case, which stood upon the 


Journal, a new special-order would alter the con- 


dition of the bill at al 

R. INGERSOLL stated that the special 
order had been made for ‘Tuesday last, and he un- 
derstood that tt was exhausted. If that was the 
case, It was perfectly in order to make a new spe- 
cial order. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, inquired 
whether the passage of the resolution would post- 
pene the special orders which had already been 
made? ; 

The SPEAKER replied that it was quite im- 
possible for the Chair to decide upon the cases 
of inconsisten yur d conflict between the special 
orders as they were proposed. ‘The House must 


pass its special orders, and when they were on the 


record the Chair would decide between them. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND inquired if it had not 
Iways been the practice of the House to allow the 
ecial orders to follow each other in their order? 

‘The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly so, by the sules 
of the House; but the eentleman will remember 


that the proposition of the gentleman from Penn- | 
vania is to suspend all the rules of the House. 
Vir. STARK WEATHER inquired if the reso- 


lution made the bill the special order for to-mor- 


row ° 

The SPEAKER replied that it did. 

an question was take n, and the motion to sus- 
pei 1 the rules was rejected 


Mr. WENTWORTH called for the regular 
order of business. ; 

PAY DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. 

Vir. BURY asked the unanimous consent of the 
House,and incase that were refused, that he should 
be under the necessity of moving to suspend the 
rules, to take up the bill to reorganize the pay de- 
partme nt of the army. 

‘The whole House.(he remarked) knew the ne- 
cessity of the biil, and if it was not now acted 
be at this session. He assured 
the Eiouge it need not take twenty-five minutes to 
dispose if it. c 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked if the bill to which 
the gentleman from South Carolina referred was 


upon tt could not 


notupon the Speaker’s table? and if they proceeded 
in the regular order of business, and refused to 





adjourn as they had done for several days, it could 
not be reached tn the regular order ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has the right to 
tate tl ie bill is on the Speaker’s table. 

Mi: LNT WORTH. And can be reached in 
the regu order of business? 

The SPEAKER. And can be reached in the 
revular order of busine: 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Buxr to suspend the rules, and it was rejected. 


The SPEAKER said the Chatr desired to state 
to the House, before the business proceeded further 
that this day, being Friday, private business was 
in order, and the eall of the committees was not in 
order. If the House allowed the business to go on 
in its order, private bills on their engrossment on 
the Speaker’s table would be first in order. If the 
House did not then go into Committee of the 

Vhole on the private calendar, or into Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, it would 
be in order to call the committees for reports for 
one hour, and then to proceed to the business on 
the Speaker’s table. The first business in order 
was private bills on their engrossment on the 
Speake r’s table. 

COLONEL WILLIAM R. M'KEE. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to suspend the rules, to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill for the relief of the 
widow and children of Col. William R. McKee. 

* He said, that while he had been a member of 
the House, he had troubled the House but little, 
and he trusted he would be indulged by the House 
in making a remark or two before the motion to 
suspe nd Was put. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will procéed 
if there are no objections. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. ADAMS proceeded to say, that he wished 
only to state to those gentlemen on this floor who 
were conscientiously opposed to the payment for 
slaves, that by reference to this bill and the report 
accompanying it, it would be seen that there was no 
provision for the payment of slaves. He glanced 
for a moment at the provisions of the bill to sus- 


‘| tain the explanation which he had made. 


‘ 

Feb. 23. 
Mr. DUNN stated that there was no c, nty 
in the case in reference toa slave. Thar ,, 

it was perfectly clear, could not arise. for it x 
ease in Which the Government was not hans 
pay for any description of property. Tj a : 
tion was expressly excluded from the cage jy: 


OVErsy 


s 


. . OV the 
report of the committee. 7 
Mr. HALL, of Missouri, requested the o, 
man from Kentucky to state, before a yore a‘ 


taken on the motion to suspend, what the bil) », 
posed to do on behalf of the widow and cl 
of Colonel McKee? 

Mr. ADAMS replied, that it proposed to o 
two thousand dollars to the widow and ehjig, 
and to each of the children a quarter 
land, 

Mr. HALL. Well, I object. 

The question Was then taken, and the rules y, 
not suspended. ‘ 

A message was received from the Senate. |. 
Assury Dickens, Esq., Secretary, informi ge : 
House that the Senate had passed certain \j\j 

CALIFORNIA. 
MEADE rose, and gave notice t; 
would ask leave to introduce a bill, or that | 
would offer an amendment to some other 
which might be appropriate, for the follow; 
purposes: ‘To establish a mint in California, 
directing .the President of the United Siar 
send to the harbor of San Francisco the ship P 
sylvania, with a mint and the necessary offic 
and fixtures for the coinage of money, and to pre. 
vent foreigners from digging gold in California, 
their own account, Who shall not declare 
"intention to become citizens, and take the oath 
alleciance. 

Mr. M. said that he had made this statems 
in order that gentlemen might turn their attention 
to the subject when it should come up. 

The SPEAKER said, if no objection was made, 
the motion would be entered on the Journal. 

And it was so ordered. 

Mr. BEDINGER asked the House to proceed 


ve 
core 


SECLION of 


t 
+ 


aut. 
vil 


to the consideration of a joint resolution from th 
Senate. 

Me. B. was proceeding to remark, that the ob- 
ject of the resolution was to allow persons going 
to California 

The SPEAKER said the motion could only be 
entertained by general consent. 

Objection was made. 

SWAMP LANDS OF LOUISIANA. 

Mr. HARMANSON moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended, for the purpose of enabling 
him to move that the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the fur- 
iher consideration of the bill to aid the State of 
Louisiana in reclaiming the swamp lands therein. 

Tellers were asked fdr and ordered, (Messrs. 
Harmanson and Hupson;) and the question, Shail 
the rules be suspended ? was taken, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 86, noes 94. 

So two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
xules were not suspended. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. DUER asked the general consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution, which was 
read for information: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday next the House, 
when it sooner adjourns, will hold an evening session, con- 
mencing at five o’clock. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. DUER moved a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to offer the resolution. 

Mr. HENLEY, asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. ; 

After a brief conversation between Mr. GOL- 
LAMER and the SPEAKER, the question, Shai! 
the rules be suspended ? was taken, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 18, noes not counted. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 
Mr. VINTON rose and said, that for the pur- 


pose of doing some business, as it was evident 
that otherwise nothing would be done to-day, he 
would move that the rules of the House be sus- 
pended, for the purpose of proceeding to the con- 
sideration of business on the Speaker’s table. — 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said he hoped he might 
be permitted to inquire of the chairman of the 
;, Committee of Ways and Means (Mr. VinTow) 





vo 








he 
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her all the appropriation bills had passed this 

wiht ' s 

House ’ . ; i de 

“tt VINTON. No, sir; there is one that has 
ae ne 

not PASsee - ° ° . 
Mr COBB. Do you object to go into Commit- 

«he Whole.on the state’ of the Union, for the 

age of taking up that bill? 

“tp. VINTON. I have no objection; but as I 

. made the motion that the House proceed to 


consideration of business on the Speaker's 
ole. | should like to try and see what will be- 


ave 


me of it 

vr COBB. I hone those gentlemen who are 
» favor of passing the general appropriation bills 

i vote that motion down, 

The SPEAKER said he would give notice that 
she House decided, by a suspension of the rules, 
., proceed to the consideration of business on the 
Sneaker’s table, that business must be proceeded 
wt) until the adjournment. 

The question (the Spe aker stated) was on the 
sion to suspend the rules. 

Vr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays 
t| ereon, Which were ordered. 

The question, ** Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 
was then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 
]O1, nays 74. : : . 

Sp, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
niles were not suspended, and the House refused 
to proceed to the consideration of business on the 


W 


W 


; 
Sneaker’s table. 


‘Mir. WENTWORTH rose to inquire of the 


Sneaker whether the House could, by a majority |, 


yote, proceed to call the committees for reports, for 
= 


ne hour? 
The SPEAKER said the House might by a 
majority decide not to proceed to the consideration 
of private business. The twenty-ninth rule of 
the Housejprovided that ** Friday and Saturday in 
every week shall be set apart for the consideration 
of private bills and private business, in preference 
to any other, unless otherwise determined by a 
majority of the House.’’ If the House should 
yole not to proceed to the consideration of private 
business, the Speaker was of opinion that the or- 
dinary rules of the House would be in force, and 
he would proceed to call the committee for reports. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. As the House has voted 
on that proposition 

\ Memper. Do not debate. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Iam not going to de- 
bate. Don’t be alarmed. 
House do not proceed to the consideration of pri- 
vate business to-day. 
motion shall be agreed to, that I shall follow it up 





with a motion that the House proceed to the regu- 


lar order of business. 
The SPEAKER stated the question. 


I now move that this | 


And I give notice, if that | 


Mr. VINTON inquired whether the motion of 


the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wentrworrn) 
would prevent or supersede a motion to suspend 
the rules ? 

The SPEAKER answered in the negative. 

Mr. VINTON then moved that 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

The yeas and nays were asked and ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 116, nays 66. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And the House resolved itself into Committee of 


the House | 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wurre, | 


of New York, in the chair.) 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Post Office 
Department for the year ending 30th June, 1850, 
and for other purposes. 

The bill was read through. 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to amend the bill by 
substituting therefor a bill for regulating postal 
charges, and making appropriations for the service 
of the Post Office Department, and for other pur- 
poses, 


He remarked that the substitute which he pro- 


posed not only embraced the reduction of the rates | 


of postage, but all the bill which was before the 


committee, and it further made an appropriation 


'o supply the deficiencies which might arise in the | 
revenues of the department in the event that the | 
1| 


| | 


bill passed, 


Mr. VINTON raised a question of order against 
the amendment. 


ject immediately before the committee. 


(he said) proposed to amend this bill by a subbsti- 


tute providing for the reduction of the rates of 
postage. ‘The gentleman saul he had incerporated 
the bill before the committee in his substitute. It 


came, then, simply to this, that he proposed to 
amend the bill by adding a provision regulating 
the rates of postage. He (Mr. V.) contended that 
such an amendment was not in grdor to an appro- 
priation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, giving 
his reasons therefor, and ruled the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. GOGGIN aequiesced in and 
proposed another amendment, to add the follow- 
ine section: 


the decision, 


And that after the 20th day of June next. all letters of half 
an ounce in weigh I 
of three cents when prepaid, and five ce 
paid; that all fractional ball 
charged as a tull halt oune 

That the postag 
into three classes, 


tshall be charge atthe rate 


iis Wien hot pre 


With postage 


' 





parts ol an ounce shall be 


on newspapers, which shall be arrauged 
fins to size, alter the period atore 
said, shall, for all distances, be one cent, one-half, and 
fourth of a cent 

That after the said 30th day of June next, the postage on 
pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, reviews, shall be 
one cent for the first ounee, and one-half eent for each ad 
ditional ounce or fraction thereot; and that atter the time 
aforesaid, the franking privilege, as now exercised, by any 
person or persons, vad that 
all mail matter shall thereafter be charged with po-tage, ex 
cept memorialsand petitions sent to members of either House 
of Congress when in session, 

That-in order to guard against the possibility of any em 
barrassment in the operations of the Post Office Department, 
consequent upon any deficiency of the revenues of said de 
partment which may be occasioned by the reduction of the 
rates of postage by this act made, there be, and ts hereby, 
appropriated the sum of seven bundred and fitty thousand 
dollars, to be paid out of any money tn the trea-ury not 
otherwise appropriated, to be applied under the directions 
of the Postmaster General, in the same tanner as the rey 
enues of said department are now by huw applied ; and the 
Postmaster General is hereby authorized to allow to all post 
masters for the ensuing year, eae h qu trier. a compensation, 
including commissions, so as the same shall not be less than 
the sum received by them for the last quarter of the year 
ending the 30jh of June, le4o. 

Mr. VINTON raised the point that the amend- | 
ment was irrelevant, and out of order. 

TheCHAIRMAN sustained the point, and ruled 
the amendment out of order: 

Mr. GOGGIN appealed from the decision. 

The question being on the appeal— 

Mr. ASHMUN remarked that this was proba- 
bly the only opportunity which the friends of cheap 
postage would have to bring the question before the 
House for its action. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked for 
tellers, who were appointed, viz: Messrs. PoLLtock 


aceor 


rie 


and 


officer or officers, shall cease; 


| and PenpLeton, who reported—ayes 80, noes 40. 


So the decision was sustained, and the amend- | 
ment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. TURNER moved an amendment to strike | 
out the first section of the bill, and proceeded to 
address the committee. 

I shall offer no apology (said he) to this com- 


i mittee for followine in the footsteps of a great 


many gentlemen who have made speeches on this 
floor that have ‘had very little relation to the sub- 
Ve are 
now upon the last days of the session; it is perhaps 


|| the last time when my voice will ever be heard in 


this Hall, and I propose to make a few remarks 
defining some of the views which I hold upon the 


| subject of slavery, and, in connection with that 


subject, upon the question relative to the establish- 
ment of territorial governments for New Mexico 
and California. 

Sir, I hold that it is the duty of the present Con- 
cress, short as is the time which remains to it, to 
provide a government for the Territory of Califor- 
nia, and also a government for the Territory of 
New Mexico. I hold that it is our duty to pro- | 
vide governments for these Territories, from a va- | 
riety of considerations. The first is, that by treaty 


stipulations we have bound ourselves to the inhab- | 
| itants.of those Territories to furnish them govern- 
| ments, or to furnish them protection until such 


time as they may be admitted into the Union of 

these States. Sir, a great many different proposi- 

tions have been brought before Congress pointing 

to that result. We have had Territorial bills, and | 
we have had bills proposing to admit these Terri- 
tories into the union of the States. For one, I am | 
decidedly in favor of giving these countries Terri- | 
torial and not State governments; and for many | 
reasons. It is well known to every member of | 
this committee, that the people who are now in | 


The gentleman from Virginia || those Territories have emigrated thither from all | 
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Union. Many of the n have v 
for the purpose of taking upa permanent ¢ 


parts of the ne 
ode 
th ere; many for the temporary purpose of amass- 
ing a fortune; and many of them, who went with 
the intention of returning, Wil perha ss remam 
permane ntly, mn consequence of the inducements 
which are held outto them. But would it be jus- 
tice to that people—would it be pustice to our friends 
and brethren who have gone there from the sev- 
eral States of this Unton—to throw upon them at 


this time the burdens and 


expenses of a State gov- 
Why, these Democrats have not yet 
houses to shelter themselves from the inclemencies 
of the they have not yet fields reduced 
to cultivation, from whieh the yecan raise thie neces- 
saries of life: they 


ind shall we, in 


ernment: 
elements; 


‘ | ' i } ? 
are aulmest unable to subsist; 


this state of the cause, throw upon 
ire supporting and matn- 
government? tt would be rohing 
upon thema burden which has never been thrown 


upon any other ye ope th siniilar circumstances, 


'Mr. TALLMADGE rose 


them the additional | rot 





taining a State 


to a point of order, 
The bill under consideration, he said, was a bill 
making appropriations for the Post Office De part+ 
ment, and the gventieman from bites | Vir. ‘Tur- 


NER] was now discussing the question of slavery. 
He put it to the cammittee, whether the pubbre 
busine SS WAS thus to he Suspended from day to 
day by discussions totally irrelevant to the subjec t- 
matters before tt. 
The CHAIR that aecording to the 
universal usage, when the House was in Cammit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, all 
manner of matter was de! 


; : ee . 
therefore felt olliged to de: 


rant > oe 
IALY Sula, 


Chair 
ide in favor of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, [Mr. ‘Turner,| and to over- 
rule the point of order 

Mr. TALLMADGE appealed from the de-« 
cis on. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, called for tellers 
on the appeal; which were refused. 


ated; and the 


After some conversation, the question was taken, 
and the deetsion of the Chatr was affirmed. 

So Mr. TURNER proceeded with his remarks. 

He said that he certainly felt under great obliga- 
tions to the committee for the courtesy tt had 
shown him. He honed, that the question of order 
being now settled, he should be permitted to go on 
and make the few remarks which he proposed to 
submit. He did not expect inat he should oee uny 
the whole hour allowed by the rule. He might, 
however, do so. He had no promises to make on 
that point. . 

At the time he had been interrupted, he was re 
marking that it was unjust and unfair to throw the 
burdens of the State governments upon those em- 
igrants who had gone to these ‘Territories from the 
different States 

Vir. McCLERNAND interposed, and asked his 
colleague to yield the floor for a moment. 

Mr. TURNER having done so— 

Mr. McCLERNAND said he understood his 
colleague to admit the right of the people of Cal- 
iforma, and of every other people to, govern them- 
selves; this was an inherent acd inalienable right. 
Very’ well; if-the people of California had peti- 
tioned Congress for its consent, to enable them to 
form a State government, would not the gentle- 
man give it? would he not let the people judge for 
themselves? Besides, it would be left to the peo- 
ple of California to accept or reject the offer of our 
consent. There would be no compulsion m the 
case, 

Mr. McC. differed from his colleague; he would 
vote for any proper measure designed to facilitate 
the formation of a State government by the people 
of California, and the admission of such State into 
the Union. He believed sound policy and public 
duty demanded this. 

Mr. TURNER resumed. I know that a great 
many gemlemen in this House are in favor of 
erecting these Territories into States at the present 
time. 1 am. not exceedingly vain of my powers 
to persuade or convince; but I believe that if pre- 
judice could be laid entirely aside, and this ques- 
tion could be stripped of the external circum- 
stances which invest it, 1 could convince every 
member of this House that it is not proper, at this 
time, to erect these Territories into State govern- 
ments. But the subject was so invested With ex- 
ternal circumstances that the minds of men wére 
not prepared to receive even a sound argument in 
relation to it. I address myself, through this com- 
mittee, to my constituents and to the country at 
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large, and leave to the test of time to decide whether 
the views that I present are might or wrong. 

| have stated a portion of the reasons why I 
think these territories should not be erected into 
States. IL say further that { am not aware that 


Fan eee nee aeons eeennen naaneseneeiaesinaaa sea Seaeaaon eae 


any large or respectable portion of the citizens of 
California or New Mexico have come 1n here and 
petiiione d Congress to be admitted as States. | am 
not aware of the fact. But | conceive that the 
peonle in any territory have aright, when a sulh- 
cient number shail be there to organize a State gov- 
ernment, to apply for admission into the Union. 
And Lask my colleague [Mr. McCiernanp| and 
those ventlemen who are in ftaver of the Ddtate 
prove rnoent, whether the people of Ne W Mexico 
or California have met in convention and resolved 
to apply to Congress for admission ? | know that 
they have not. And until they do apply, it would 
be an act of tyranny in us to force such a condi- 
tion upon them, : . 
‘Phe policy of our Government trom its earliest 
history to thts time, has been to attord to our col- 
ones or territories the protection of territorial 


governments. We have not thrown upon them, 


in their infant state, the burdens and expenses of 


rovernment, but we have taken them upon our- 
selves. We first organized the Northwestern ‘Ter- 
ritory. Irom that territory sprung a ere at number 
of territories Which have since had the benefits 
of territorial governments. Each new settlement, 
as it spread itself out into the wilderness, was 
protected by a territorial government. So with 
our acquisitions from I’rance and Spain. Our 
pare bree ; from those Governments were also al- 
lowed the prou ction of territorial rovernments, Is 
there anything which should make California and 
New Mexico an exception to the general rule? 
bLdave they committed any crime that they are not 
to be entitled to the same rights, privileges, and 
immunities which were extended to other infant 
settlements? The people of that country are bone 
of our bone, and flesh of our flesh! ‘They are our 
fathers, brothers, and uncles! Who ts there on 
this floor who has not frends or neighbors in that 
country? Lappeal to this committee and to Con- 
gress to say, if they are wiiling to let the people 
remain there unprotect d | ya rovernment. 

This leads me to another branch of the subject 
which | regard as of rather more importance than 
anything Lhave yetspoken of. | referto the subject 
of slavery as connected with the great subject of 
the ‘Territories of California and New Mexico. | 
speak fromthe book—I speak from posiuve knowl- 
edve, when | say that a very larve portion of the 
members of this House, who are in favor of or- 
ganizing these Territories into States at the present 
time, are in favor of doing so for the purpose of 
avoiding this vexed question of slavery. When I 
make this declaration, | speak what 1 know to be 
the fact. Is it right that we, under existing cir- 
cumstances, should evade this question of slavery: 
Is it right that we should skuik from it? Is it right 
that we should dodge it in any way? I hold that 
itis not. That great question is now before us, 
It has been brought before us in the most imposing 
form; and it is part of the duty of members of 
Congress to meet it boldly and fearlessly; to settle 
it, and, let the set(lement cost what it may, lam 
in favor of settling it. And my reasons tor this 
opinion ure various. 7 

One of them is, that so long as the subject of sla- 
very vgiiates the minds of members of Congress, 
it wil produce il-feeling throughout the country. 
It tends to array the North against the South, and 
the South against the North, and therefore the 
counsels of wisdom are, that in some way or other 
it should be settled. 

Bat there is another reason why I deem it of 
more importance that the question should be set- 
tled at this session of Congress. I allude to the 
fact that the il-feeling in relauion to it has already 
grown so high as seriously to threaten the perma- 
nence of the Union. 1 know that this is rather a 
cant phrase; and I know that it frequently creates 
asmile when itisused. I know the answer to it. 
The answer generally is: **Oh! such a thing can- 
not be done; the Umon cannot be dissolved.” | 
was, untila few months past, among the number 
of those who believed so. I believed that no agi- 
tation could endanger the stability and permanency 
of the Government and of the Union. But recent 
everés lave convinced my mind that there is dan- 
ger that this agitation may be carried so far as even 


years since that any individual who talked of a 
dissolution of the Union, was thought litte better 
than a traitor. A man who would gravely stand 
up on this floor, or anywhere else, and seriously 
speak of a dissoluuon of the Union as a thing that 
could happen, would be regarded almost as an 
enemy to the country. But now such an event 
has become the subject of daily remark here. 
Since | have had the honor of a seat on this floor, 
there have been many members who have come 
out boldly and fearlessly, and declared in Useir 
places thatif such and such a thing should come 
to pass, they were ready and prepared to dissolve 
the Union. 

But this spirit has not stopped here. It has 
gone further. One of the most imposing meet- 
ings ever heid in the United States—a meeting 
composed of the venerable, the aged, the middle- 
aged, and young members of Congress, from a 
large portion of the country, embracing half of the 
States of the Union, recently assembled within 
the halls of this Capitol for the purpose of testing 
the value of this Union. ‘They met, | say, within 
the halls of this ¢ papitol for the purpose of pre- 
seribing a limit beyoud which they would not 
sutler the Congress of the United States to pass. 
L ask, then, Is it not ume that the patriot and the 
philanthropist should awake to the Importance of 
this subject? Is it not ume that they should 
weigh it in allits length and breadth, that we may 
see and know precisely how deeply this feeling of 
hatred has taken root in the breasts of members of 
Congress and ot the pr ople of the nation? We can 
judge something of the magnitude of thevevent 
to which IL reter by the imposing address which 
has been issued by that mecting—an address pre- 
pared hy no less enlightened a man than John C. 
Calhioun—a man as illustrious in the annals of the 
country as any other—a man whose intellectual 
acquirements are not surpassed, if equalled, by 
those of any other man in the country. The zeal, 
the talent, and the energies of such a man, were 
brought to bear in the formation of this address— 
or perhaps, more properly speaking, it should be 
called this declaration of independence. In it, the 
erievances of the South for years ure portrayed in 
vivid colors, without any circumstance of pallia- 
tion. Init are laid down all the aggressions which 
could be charged against the North. And it winds 
up by declaring that if such and such measures 
should be enacted by Congress—if such and such 
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"aware that pans of glory have been sung t 


things should not be put a stop to in the United | 


States, they must resist. ‘The address urges re- 
sistance. -‘Lherefore, | say that itis time to take 
this matter seriously in hand, 

What are the main features of that address? 
W hat position dots the South take on the subject? 
And what is the relation between the people of the 
South and the people of the North in relation to it? 
How are we to act?) Can we longer act in unison? 
Can the South act with the North, or the North 
with the South, upon this great quesuon of sla- 
very? ‘The first charge brought against the North, 
in the line of aggression, is, the passage of the bill 
commonly called the Missouri compromise. That 
is marked as a starting point of aggression by the 
North. But a very simple answer divests it of 
very much of its force: the fact that a southern 
man—a man who had been the leader of a great 
party in the United States—was the author of that 
compromise bill. Jt would appear to be a sufficient 
answer to say, that Henry Clay, a southern man, 
aman owning slaves himself, was the author of 
the bill. But if that were not so, the answer would 
be found in the fact that the South itself had since, 
by its votes in the Senate and in the House of 
Representatives, adopted that line as the measure 
by which they were willing to abide. 

Mr. KAUFMAN interrupted Mr. Turner. He 
stated that if the gentleman had examined the 
Journals of Congress in regard to the admission of 
Missouri, he would have found that the Missouri 
compromise line, prohibiting slavery north of 364° 
of north latitude, did not originate with Mr. Clay, 
but that it was first introduced into the United 
States Senate by Mr. Thomas, of Illinois, and 
afierwards into the House of Representatives by 
Mr. Storrs,of New York. There were two Mis- 
sourl compromises—one in regard to slaves, and 
the other in regard to free negroes. After the Mis- 
sourt compromise line had been established by 
Congress, Missouri presented her constitution to 
Congress, by one provision of which free negroes 


to sever the bonds of the Union. Itis but a few || were prevented from removing to that State. This 
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ee Feb, 23, 


provision created tremendous excitement and 

position. Mr. Clay (who was Speaker ar th ; bins, 
of the establishment of the Missouri compron ine 
line, but on account of his absence at the ...” 
mencement of the next session of Concyese. 
place as Speaker being supplied by John W Tay 
lor, of New York—resumed his place on the 9,.2. 
put himself at the head of a joint committee .. 
both Houses, and compromised the diffi ulty in re. 
gard to this free negro provision, by insert ap . 
provision in the bill finally admitting Misso... 


that her admission should got be complete intes 
she would previously insert in her State constj : 
tion the following provision of the Constitution se 


the United States, viz: “ The citizens of each, s . 
shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities 
citizens in the several States.”? Missouri , 
plied, and her admission was consummated. 
this compromise, Mr. Clay was the author: jy; 
far as the Journals show, he had nothing to 
with the Missouri compromise line in revard 
slavery. p 
Mr. TURNER resumed. I am aware that M; 
Thomas, of Illinois, offered that proposition. |, ‘. 


om. 
Of 
ag 
uo 


to 


0 the 
name of the illustrious Clay in the South and jp 


the North, as the author of that glorious compro. 
mise. Why, the name of Clay is not unknown to 
this Republic! The great glory of his life—thg: 
upon which his friends have placed the greatest 
stress—has been that he saved the Union ata crit. 
ical moment. And Iam told by a venerable mem. 
ber near me, that the bill can now be found in the 
handwriting of Mr. Clay, among the records of the 
Senate. Democratas I am, 1 am unwilling to shear 
that illustrious man of one plume that he wears by 
that deed. I am unwilling to rob him of his just 
fame. Lam unwilling now, in the decline of his 
life, after he has been laid on the shelf by his own 
party, to pluck one plume from the cap of his 
fame. 

I was remarking, Mr. Chairman, that the South 
itself had endorsed the Missouri compromise no 
longer ago than last session. They were satisfied 
with itthen. ‘They were satisfied with it until the 
present winter, when it was put forth as a charge 
of aggression upon the South by the people of the 
North. I think this is a sufficient reply to the 
grave charge brought against the people of the 
North. 

The next charge, and that one which has already 
produced probably more ill-feeling than all the 
others combined, one which addresses itself to the 
interests and the pockets of the people of the South, 
is brought forth and expatiated upon. The North 
is charged with a violation of the Constitution of 
the United States, because they have ceased to aid 


' masters in recapturing their fugitive slaves. The 


charge is gravely put forth that the North is in the 
habit of pirating upon the South, and that the Con- 
stitution was violated in that particular. Let me 
state what | consider the constitutional provision 
to be in respect to fugitive slaves. I had some 
notes prepared, and some authorities also, which 
it was my intention to have read. But I shall be 
compelled to be absent from this House for a few 
days; and I came to the House this morning un- 


| prepared with my papers. I must, therefore, speak 


i 


j 


from memory. If | understand the clause of the 
Constitution in respect to fugitive slaves, it is that 
no person held to labor in one portion of the Union, 
escaping into another, shall be discharged from 
that labor, but shal] be given up to the persons en- 
titled toit. I quote the clause substantially, notin 
its terms. 

Now, under thisclause, what isthe manifest duty 
of the North? When a slave comes among us, 13 
it our duty to take him up and advertise him as 
we would a stray horse? Dees the Constitution 
require us to take a slave, ora negro man, coming 
into our territory, and take him back to the South 
—to inquire who is his master, and to give him up 
to him? No such thing will be contended for by 
the most ultra pro-slavery party. aaa 

What is the ground of complaint? It is, that 
we have not passed efficient Jaws in our States to 
enable the owners of slaves to recapture them. 
Does the Constitution require us to pass such 
laws? Clearly not. I understand the provision 
to be, simply, that we are to let the slaves alone; 
that we are to have no part nor lot in slavery. The 
provision of the Constitution respecting fugitive 
slaves . 


The SPEAKER informally resumed the chair, 
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ose of receiving a message from the 


for the pury é s : . 
United States, by the hands of J. 


dent of the 


: Warker, Esq., his Private Secretary, stating 
vat the President had approved and signed certain 


rhe CHAIRMAN resumed the chair. 

Vir. TURNER proceeded with his remarks. I 
save just been informed (he said) that the gentle- 
aa who gave me the statement a short time ago, 
-od which | communicated to the committee, that 
ye Missouri compromise was among the records 


‘the Senate, in the handwriting of Mr. Clay, 
v ’ _ . . 
was mistaken. It was the tari! compromise. | 


think it proper to make this public explanation, 


But it does not alter the fact that Mr. Clay has 
siwava been regarded as the author of that great 
measure. 


When I was interrupted, I was proceeding to 
chow what I considered the duty of the northern 
Sates to be in respect to fugitive slaves. And | 
advance no new doctrine when | say, that in the 
erly history of our Government, slavery was re- 
arded as a local institution, And | have the au- 
i ority of almost every southern State in the Union 
for making that assertion. I believe it to be the 
constitutional provision; [ believe slavery to be a 
local institution; and L know very well, that in 
reply to all the abolition lectures ever delivered in 
the northern part of the Republic, the ground was 
clearly taken that slavery was a local institution, 
and that it belonged to the States where it existed. 
] know, too, that this is a doctrine of the South. 
If, then, it is a local institution, 1 inquire, what 
art have we to take in arresting fugitive slaves 
under the provision of the Consutuuon? ‘The 
clause of that instrument which provides for the 
delivering up of fugitives from justice requires that 
application shall be made to the Executive of the 
State, and that through him the fugitives shall be 
givenup. Now, an attempt is made to show that 
the case in respect to fugitive slaves is a parallel 
case. | hold that itis not. I know that this is 
the ground taken by the Supreme Court in the 
celebrated case of Prigg. And I feel confident that 
the Supreme Court erred when it held that claims 
in relation to fugitive slaves were parallel to claims 
of fugitives for crime. They held that something 
affirmative had to be done by the people of the 
North to deliver up the slaves. If slavery is a 
local institution, and if it depends on the clause of 
the Constitution, I ask, is it our duty to pass laws 
ompelling our magistrates and courts Lo enter into 
jusiness of recapturing and delivering upsiaves? 

Now, the complaint in the Southern Address is, 
that we have aided the escape of fugitive slaves. 
Idefy any gentleman on this floor, or elsewhere, to 
pont to a single instance where a law has been 
passed by any of the Northern States to prevent a 
masier from recapturing his slave. Such a law has 
never been passed. 

The ground of complaint (if ground of complaint 
there be) is, that we have forbidden our officers to 
meddle in recapturing slaves, have denied the use 
of our prisons for this purpose. A gentleman near 
me reminds me that we have also passed laws 
making it penal for our citizens to aid in the re- 
capture of slaves. I am not aware of the fact, 
though it may be so. If it is so, 1 want to know 
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if it interferes with the constitutional provision. | 


There is no clause of the Constitution which re- 
quires us to aid and abet the master in the pursuit 
of his slave. Such a law has never been passed. 
Mr. MEADE interposed, and begged to remind 
the gentleman from Iilinois that the Constitution 
imposed a duty, an obligation upon the States into 
which a slave might escape: that he was to be 


‘delivered up’? upon the claim of the owner. He | 


would ask the gentleman if the law to which he || 
had alluded did not interpose obstacles instead of | 


atiording assistance to the owner in the recovery 
of his slave ? 
Mr. TURNER, (continuing.) 1 am not aware 


of any law that throws any obstacles in the way | 


of the master in the recovery of his slave against 
the requirements of the Constitution. 
obstacle that our prisons are barred against them, 


and our magistrates required not to arrest them, | | 


hold that. there is no provision in the Constitution 


Which requires that we should take any such | 


measures to aid them. I know, after the Consti- 


- 


tution of the United States was adopted, that this | 


subject of slavery was mixed up with the politics 
of the country; a great effort was made to pro- 


If it is an || 


' well as on the northern frontier. 
' any rights reserved by the United States within || But there is another offence, and in that offence 
the territory of any State, are reserved for specific | 


our jails for the detention of the slave, and aiding 
and abetting the master in his reca pture. 1 hold 
that these laws, if not unconstitutional, were with- 
out the authority of the Cor 
But the third grand charge broug 
dress against the North is, that we have been in 
the habit of agitating this subject of slavery; that 
we have established presses and made publications 
at the North to defend the cause of liberty; that 
we have made speeches on the subject, bere and 
elsewhere; that we have attempted, by these speech- 
es, to instigate the slaves to re De 
aware of the fact that we have 
into the southern States, 
been done: but if we have 
the constitutional right remark 
Ought to silence this charge forever: it is, that if 
we have an institution in our country which can- 
not bear the light of truth, which is based upon 
dark ignorance, and depends upon ignorance for 
Ils Support and countenance, itis time, high ume 
that that institution should be exposed. Ido not 
say whether slavery is right or wrong, when I 
make this assertion. If itis right, all the arrows 
of falsehood that can be hurled against it, by all 
the Abolitionists in Christendom, cannot affect it, 
it will stand immutable as the pillars of Hieaven. 
But if it is wrong—if it is a crime—if it is ayvainst 


stitution, 


ht by this Ad- 


ion. | am not 


seit A bolitwonists 
though | has 


, | hold 


to do So; and one 


it 
that we have 


t rhaps 


iustice—if it is against right and reason—l say, 


also, to the South, Beware of discussion! for | tell 
you that the arrows of truth, pointed by the force 
of reason, will penetrate to the very center and 
foundation of every institution in this Republic 
that is against natural right and natural reason. 

But have we offended in discussing this subject? 
Why, the Constituuon expressly guaranues the 
right of speech and the liberty of the press. I un- 
derstand it to be an inherent right of American 
citizenship to assemble together, to discuss, to 
argue, to publish, to du everything to disseminate 
truth, and even falsehood. But L think, in the 
language of a high southern authority, that there 
is little danger to be apprehended from error when 
truth is left free to combat it, before an intelligent 
people like the people of the United States. Now, 
is ita charge worthy of being put into this grave 
declaration of independénce that we have dis- 
cussed the subject of slavery in the North? Is it 
a sufficient cause why this Union should be dis- 
solved, that we at the North have discussed the 
subject of slavery ? 

But there is another charge, viz: that we have 


agitated the subject in Congress—that we are con- || difference in the grounds of complaint which the 


stantly exciting the people of the North by bring- 
ing in bills and resolutions calculated to interfere 
with the constitutional rights of the South. Weil, 
I am not prepared to say that we may not have, 
in some degree, overstepped the constitutional 
bounds in this respect. but if we have, we have 
done it boldly; we have brought our propositions 
before Congress and given you the chance to com- 
bat them; and I believe the people of the North 
are honest; 1 believe, as soon as you convince 
them that we have overleaped the Constitution, 
that they will be ready to retract; and if unconsu- 
tutional laws have been passed, I believe the north- 
ern people are ready to be convinced of it, and to 
instruct their representatives to correct the evil. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER interposed, and in- 
quired of the gentleman if he did not speak for 
himself, and not for the people of the North? 

Mr. TURNER. I speak, as the gentieman says, 
for the people of the North. I saw a smile upon 
the countenances of some gentlemen when I stated 
that we had perhaps overieaped the Constitation, 
I will explain: I do not consider that the bringing 


in a bill to abolish the slave trade in the District | 


of Columbia, or the passage of such a bill—if such 


a bill were to be passed—would be a violation of | 
| the Constitution. 


Although’ I have always con- 
sidered the Wilmot proviso as calculated to agi- 


tate rather than to do good, I do not believe that || 


its adoption by Congress would be a viclaiion of 
the Constitution. But we have had bills here, if I 
mistake not, for the purpose of abolishing slavery 
at the different military posts on the southern, as 


| purposes, and have nothing to do with the general 


sovereignty; and upon a construction of this kind, 


|| it is possible that we may have overleaped the 


bounds of the Constitution in proposing to abolish 


pitiate the South, and laws were passed opening || slavery at these military posts of the United States. 





I consider that | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


589 


But another ground of complaint in this Address 
is, that we seek, by the Wilmot proviso, to exclude 
the South from the Territories of New Mexico and 
California. This charge ts made the more imposing 
from the array of figures which appear tn the South- 
ern Address, by which it is attempted to be shown 
that the South not only furnished its quota of men 
to conduct the war, but actually furnished more 
than it proportion. I deny this statement. 
l admit, that so far as mere numbers are concerned, 


not 


S just 
taking into consideration the term of enlist- 
ment, the South furnished the greatest number in 
proportion to its population; but, considering the 
duration of the term of service, including the reg- 
ular army and the navy, the North had the prepon- 


, 
agerance, 


There is another fact which I wish to state in 


this connection. This is brought as a charge 
against the North. It is put forth in this mani- 
festo. Now, if the South furnished more men 
than the North, what was the cause of it? Was 
It because the people of the North were backward 
to come forward at the call of their country? or 
was it because a southern man had the reins of 
Government, and received more men into the ser 
vice from the South than from the North? W hy, 


the strife was not who should 


ret rid of rowege to 
lexico, but who should have the opportunity to 


‘ N r 
» so efiort was required to get troops; on the 


, contrary, many who were anxious to go could not 


have the opportunity. 


We sent 
eight regiments, including regulars as we 


something lke 
ll as vol- 
unteers, from Illinois, that new and small State, 
and yet not one-half went from that State who 
were prepared to go. And because the Govern- 
ment did not receive us, is it to be brought aaa 
charge against us? If we had had a President 
from Illinois, he would perhaps have received more 
ofour men. I have no reason to complain of the 
present Executive; he did as well as he could. But 
if he selected more southern men than northern 
men—lI say selected, because he had to choose; 
we had hundreds of thousands of men whose ser- 


| vices were ready, and from whom a choice was 


made—and sent them to the war, | ask if that 
should be brought as a charge against the North? 
It seems to me unjust. 

[ have now noticed all the charges which are 
brought against us; and as the Address says noth- 


| ing about the complaints which we of the North 


might make against the South, | propose to men- 
tion a few of them. Ido not think there is much 


North and the South have against each other. 


if 


| we have infringed in any measure upon their 
rights, they have upon ours also. One would sup- 
| pose, from reading this celel.rated Address, that 


the South had never transgressed; that they had 
always been conciliatory; that they had never of- 


fended the North in any respect. ‘LT consider that 


they have. I consider that the most flagrant vio- 


lation of the Constitution ever perpetrated in these 


| United States was the law of South Carolina for- 
| bidding the colored citizens of Massachusetts from 
| going into that State; even imprisoning them when 


they go there aboard their vessels. I know it 
may be answered that Massachusetts has no right 
to make the negroes citizens; but she has just the 


| same right as South Carolina has to make them 
| slaves; and the Supreme Court, in the celebrated 


case which has lately been adjudicated within this 


| Capitol, says in effect that that law of South Car- 


| olina is unconstitutional. 


, The law of South Caro- 
lina not only prevents the black citizen of Massa- 


| chusetts from going into South Carolina, but it 


| 


| prevents an appeal being taken from the judgment 


of the courts of that State to the Supreme Court 


| of the United States, and therefore cuts off one of 


the inherent rights of the American citizen—the 
right of appeal to the superior courts. Is not this 
an offence, a cause of complaint? I know it may 
be said that this is an old subject, and has been 
talked of before; but so have the churges which 
are put forth in this Address been talked of before. 
Here, then, is an offence against the Constitution, 
against Massachusetts, and all the States who 
make the blacks citizens. 


{ must say that the people of the North—and I am 
sorry to say the party to which I belong—have to 
some extent acquiesced, and given their aid and 
| countenance to it. [tis an outrage upon the peoplé 
| of this Republic, such as would scarcely be tolerated 
in England, or in any other country. I allude to the 
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upon this Liouse for m inv year ! allude to that 
rule, because l Cor iler it the ba c. the cround- 
work upon which most of this siavery agitation 
has been built up. if that weapon had not been 


put into the hands of the Abolition party of the 


North, Abolitionism would have died beforeait had 
well been born. bula great right—one of the dear- 
eat and most sacredt ts ot the \merican cuzen, 


was trampled upon; and the issue was changed 


from A mito the right of petition, and tue 
force of truth was with the party who maintained 
the ri ht of petition, and it vave them a powel 
which they nevet have had under any other Cu 
cumstance ‘Lhe whole issue was in consequence 
oO eot thing meed and rom being th 
Aly uty, it } id become the Liberty irty: 
and el erty party had rrown from al andiul 
un i ery ed the cutive N 1, and had more or 
] el rio aimo ever ( ion and ¢ onere 
onal destrict of t ayworth. \nd to make use of a 
anotation) have we°been wanting iw courtesy to 
our nithern brethren t at they should thus revolt 
against us? Why, has nota portion of the Nor 
midiup lke a wall of f between the Abolrton 
party and the South idave not a portian of the 
Nory) p anted themsel v on the ground that the 
South ought to bave met them upon, and which 
they have most siwnally failed to do? Our doctrine 


is What was originally the doctrine of the Seuth- 


thatsiavery is @ local imstibate n, and lial we have 
no rig lo tntleriere Wilh it So l regret that tie 
South has not stood by the Democratic party 
upon t it piatiorm. But tiey themselves have 
deserted us; they have attempted to roll the black 


tide of slavery upon territories which are now 


' 


free, and they cna upon us to assist them in tha 


unholy work. and many of our men have stood by 
them until they bave been cut down by the poputar 


resentment at horn 


ilere the hammer fe 
Mr. ate navies com nde | -—— 
Ir, McDOWELL lowed on the same sub- 
rect, im a neech Of Surpassing power and elo- 
quenee, Which riveted the attention of the commit- 


tee for upwards of an hour and a half. 

When the hour alloted by the rules had ex- 
nired, Mr. MeD., by the unanimous voice of the 
( proceed, 


He did 


SO; wd when he finally closed, a space of up 


committee, Was called upon to 


wards of ten minutes elapsed, during which noth- 


' 


ing was done, and nothing could be done, so gen- 


eral did’ the indisposition appear to give attention 


to anything else, and so intent were the members 


in thronvine upon Nir. Mi 1). to cone itulate nim 


upon the siznal success of his effort | Phis Spec ch 
will be published ina day or two.] 

At length a motion was made that the commuit- 
tee rise; which having been agreed to, the com- 
mittee rose and reported. 

A motion was made that the House adjourn. 
Re rected, ’ 

Propositions for a recess, &c., were made; and 
the result was, that the House went back into 
committee, for the purpose of allowing members, 
who mieht desire to do so, to speak. 

The debate was continued by Mr. PUTNAM. 

Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts, next obtained 
the floor, and addressed the committee at length. 
At the outset of his remarks, he submitted reasons 
why the slave trade should be discontinued by 
He referred, in 
a spirit of condemnation, to the existence of slave 
if. like the 
gentleman from Indiana, | Mr. Tuompson,] he had 
no taste for these things, he could not, like that 
gentleman, shat out from his mind the knowledge 
of thety existence. The fuet of their existence 


law in the District of Columbia. 


marts and Syive pens in this District. 


and of the existence of the slave trade in this Dis- 
trict, could not be winked out of sieht. 

The progress of moral feeling, favorable to the 
emancipation of the slave, had not advanced in this 
country, daring the last fifty or SIXly yeurs, as It 
had in every other part of the civilized world. 

Another fact would stand out in broad relief in 
the history of this country, that, while even the 
dark, infant republic of Liberia was making praise- 
worthy efforts to suppress the slave trade on the 
coast of Atrica, we were doing almost nothing in 
that ¢ reat work of the age. 

‘There were other reasons which operated upon 
his mind in favor of a repeal of the slave trade and 
slavery itsef in this District. He appealed to gen- 
tlemen from the South to consider the impression 
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‘twenty-first rule,” which hung lke an incubue 


upon the mind of the northern man, arriving here 
upon the business of the Government, and meting 
W hat 
sacrifice could at be to any gentleman from the 
South, to give up this small tract of five miles 
square to freedom ? 


at once.the revolting spectacle of slavery. 
I 


[t could be no sacrifice, com- 
paratively, while it would be a thing which the 
heart of every man would approve. 

Some gentiemen asked him whether he would 
elevate the blacks to a political and social equality 
with the people of this Government? to which he 
replied, that he would elevate them as fast as their 
nature would rise; and when they became en- 
hehtened, it would then be time enough for the 
people to decide whether they would make them 
their assoctates, : 

In reply to the assumption of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Brown,] that the three 
millions of Africans now In this country were hap- 
pier for their siave ry than were their cotempora- 
ries or their ancestors in their native wilds, he said 
that if their ancestors had remained at home, ac- 
cording to the laws of population, not one of the 
number which now compose the millions of Amer- 
So that 
all their sufferings here, and all the crime by which 


ican slaves would have been in existence. 


their sufferings were inflicted, were only so much 
added to the sufferings and the crimes of humanity. 
hey existed here as a gratuity, and the country 
had less power and Jess happiness on account of 
them. But, admitting the argument of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, he would ask, was it an 
argument which should satisfy the mind of a Chris- 
tian man? Suppose a fellow-being to be suffering a 
hundred calamities, should a Christian man satisfy 
himself with relieving only one of these calamities, 
while ninety-nine of them remained untouched, 
which might have been alleviated by him? Thus it 
was with the boasted improvement of the African 
race in thiscountry. ‘They had not only been left 
unjmproved in their moral condition, in most cases, 
but the means of such improvement had been with- 
held from them, except in so far as the selfish 
interest of the proprietor of the slaves might have 
induced such improvement as would make the 
human chattel of more value in the shambles and 
under the hammer of the auctioneer. 

He admitted, to some extent, that there were some 
crounds for the charges which the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania and the gentleman from Virginia 
{[Mr. McDowetL}] had made against Massachu- 
setts, with reference to the support of the slave 
trade, and regretted them; but he instanced the 
present state of feeling in Massachusetts upon this 
subject, which was a feeling of the most unani- 
mous and unqualified condemnation, as evidence 
of her progress in this respect. 

He referred, ta this connection, to the fact, that 
he had repeatedly received anonymous letters, en- 
closing neWspaper accounts of crimes commited 
at the North, which were intended as a disparage- 
mentof the moral influence and effect of northern 
institutions, as compared with the institutions of 
the South. But the sense of fair argumentation 
which he cherished upon this and upon all other 
subjects, would not allow him to descend to recrim- 
iInations of such a character. 

According to his view of the constitutionality of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, this institation 
did not exist here by positive law, but by the force 
of precedent and example. He proceeded to show 
that slavery could not exist but by positive law. 
W hen the jurisdiction over slavery and slaves had 
ceased lO exist, it was the same as though the resi- 
dence of the slaves had been changed to another 
jurisdiction. It was sufficient for the freedom of 
the slave if he pass out of a jurisdiction where sla- 
very had been established, into a jurisdiction which 
never had slavery, and never could establish it. This 
vas precisely the case with slavery in the District 
of Columbia. It was the same as though this 
District, with all its inhabitants, bad been ceded to 
Pennsylvania ov Massachusetts. He showed that, 
under the Constitution, Congress could not estab- 
lish slavery de novo; for ** no man (it was provi- 
ded in the Constitution) shall be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law.’’ 
He also applied this argument against the alleged 
power of Congress to establish slavery in the newly 
acquired territories. He referred also to that pro- 
vision of the Constitution which prohibits the crea- 
fon of any utle of nobility. What higher title of 
nobility could any men desire than that which was 


Feb. 24, 


he was elaborating this argument, the | 


fell. ‘amniter 
When Mr. MANN had concluded his —— 
Mr. MOREHEAD obtained the floor, and oe 


pressing his desire to be heard upON the vene, 
subject of slavery in.the territories, he moved 
the committee rise; which was agreed to. 

So the committee rose and reported no co) 
sion. 

Mr. EDWARDS, from the select committee. 
the patenting of compound medicines, to yw) 
was referred the memorial of T.G. Mort, a 
a report in writing thereon; which was Jaid on 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

And then, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELT, ,» 
Massachusetts, at ten minutes past five 0’ e 

The House adjourned. 


the 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions, &c., were presented under . 
rule, and referred ; 

$y Mr. DARLING: The memorial of sundry masters, 
steamboats and other vessels navigating the great wes 
lakes, praying tor the passage of such laws as miay be pores 
sary to compel steamboats and vessels in said wavigatiog » 
carry and sliow proper lights to indicate their cours 
cituation. 

By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition of sundry citizen 
Washington county, praying the establishinent of a y 
route trom Mouut Pleasant, ia Henry county, to Lancasy 
in Keokuk county. 

By Mr. BARRINGER: The petition of the Charlove ang 
South Carolina Kailroad Company, praying that the iroy 1 
be used on their road from Columbia, South Carolina. : 
Chatioue, North Carolina, may be imported duty fre: 

By Mr. SAWYER: The peution of Maria Tirail ay 
Other citizens of Onto, for a post rapte from Brunershury 
via Georgetown and Farmer post office, to Newville, in | 
State of Indiana. 
~By Mr. GOUT: The pétition of Milo ‘Trowbridge and 
other citizens of New York, praying Congress to take in 
mediate measures for securing treaty stipulations with 
eign Governments, by which all future international d 
culties shall be settled by peaceful arbitration, and that | 
appropriations for the army and navy, for fortifications, aud 
for inunitions of war generally, be diminished, 

By Mr. GREELEY: The petition of Johann Hildebr 
and 417 other citizens of New York, (mostly of G 
birth.) for free grants of public lands to actual setters 
Also, the petition of Leonard K. Shorter and others, tor tie 
same. Also, the petition of R. A. McCabe and otver em 
zens of Blair county, Pennsylvania, for the same. 

By Mr. EVANS, of Obio: The petition of citizens of 
Guernsey county,/for the abolishinent of the transportauon 
and opening of mails on (he Sabbath day. 





IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, February 24, 1849. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the credentials of Wittiam H. Sewarp, elected a 
Senator of the United States from the State of 
New York, for the term of six years from the 
4th of March next; which were read, and laid on 
the table. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. JONES presented a petition from the trus- 
tees of the Branch University at Fairfield, lowa, 
asking a grant of land for the use of that instite- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from the 
chiefs of the Kickapoo and Pottawatomie tribes 
of Indians, asking that the annuities due the latter 
tribe may be paid, and that they may not be re- 
quired to emigrate from their present homes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition from Palk- 
erson Hacker, a volunteer in the Seminole war, 
asking to be allowed a pension; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from a num- 
her of citizens of Germantown, in the State ot 
Pennsylvania, asking for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. C. also presented a petition, similar in ils 
import, from citizens of Bucks county, in the diate 
of Pennsylvania. . 

On these petitions the question of reception was 
raised, and laid on the table. ; 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from cit 
zens of the State of Iowa, asking for the estab- 
lishment of a land district and a land office at Red 
Rock, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. KING presented a petition from James C. 
Watson, asking compensation for losses sustaine 
from the neglect of the officers of Government (0 
surrender certain negroes purchased by him trom 
the Creek Indians; which was referred to the Con 


enjoyed by the southérn slaveholder? And while || mittee on Indian Affairs. 
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fr, K. also presented a petition from Jotin os 
nijdie, D. A. Carter, and E. Simonds, in relation 
, macadamized road across the Isthmus of /Te- 
. which was referred to the Committee 


Affairs. 
\ir. KING presented a memorial from the mem- 
‘the bar, and many very respectable citizens 
Mobile, asking for a division of the State of 
\ ial into two judicial districts: which was 
“eeved to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
PEPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
‘Lands, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Levisiature of the State of Arkansas, asking 
donation of lands, for the purpose of estab- 
oe an asvlum for the blind, reported a bill 
a donation of lands for the bsnefit of 
iksville Institute for the Education of the 
ind for other purposes of education, in the 


1 ry 





of Arkansas; which was read, and ordered 
second I aging. 
Vir, PEARCE, from the Committee on the 


Tibrary, reported, without amendment, the joint 
wenintion from the House of Representatives, for 





distribution of the Official Register or Biue 
roo] ine the several States. 

~ Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 

to which was referred the joint resolution 

y the House for the distribution of the Official 

Revister or Blue Book among the several States, 


orted back the same without amendment, and 
asked its immediate consideration. 

‘he reading of the resolution having been asked 
for. it was read as follows: 


Whereas a number of copies of the Official Register or 
Riue Book are now deposited in the office of the Secretary 
or State subiect to the order of Congress: theretore, 

Resolved, Ye., That a tall set of each, for one year, or so far 
as is practicable, be furnished to each of the State libra 
ries, and, where there are no State libraries, be deposited 
int lice of the Secretary of State, and thatthe Secretary 
of State be requested to have the same transmitted to them, 

The joint resolution was then considered in 


Committee of the Whole, and no amendment hav- 
ing been offered, was ordered to a third reading, 
and was subsequently read a third time and passed. 


vt. NIT 


NILES, from the Committee on the Contin- 
penses of the Senate, to whom was re- 
ed the resolution of the Senate of the T9th De- 

er, and the resolution of the 30th January, 
uive to the contract made with the daily papers 
reporting the proceedings of the Senate, re- 
the same back, with amendments. And 
juestion being taken, the resolution, as amend- 

, was agreed to, as follows: 





1 


K d, That the resolution of the Senate of the 11th 
Aueu-t, lode, directing the Secretary of the Senate to con- 
with the publishers ofthe two principal newspapers in 
euy for reporting and publishing the debates and pro- 
ngs of the Senate be so modified as to exclude, after 
option of this resolution, trom any contract whieh has 
hereatter be made in pursuance of said resolution, 
bication of revised speeches, a report of which has 
once been published; and also to exclude from the report of 
lhe proceedings of the Senate messages and reports from 
cutive officers of the Government and from committees 
e Senate; and thatthe Seeretary notify the persons with 
Wiow le las entered into contracts Of these limitations and 
nadifications Of said resolution. 


MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT. 
Mr. FITZGERALD asked and obtained leave 


to introduce a joint resoluuon, of which the follow- 
ng iIsacopy: 


Pu 


t 


‘That the President of the United States be, 
I is hereby, authorized to confer upon Major General 
Winfield Scott the brevetappointinent of Lieutenant General 
awe \rmy of the United States, asa token of national grat- 
Hude for the services he has rendered his country, and in 
honor of his distingtished ability as a General, 

a : ; 
Which was read a first time; and the question 
being on its second reading— 

Mr. HALE objected. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

A bill from the House declaring Fort Covington, 
In the State of New York, to be a port of delivery, 
and for other purposes, was read a first and second 
lume, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. , 
A bill from the House, exempting Spanish ves- 
‘els trom discriminating duties in certain cases, 
was read a first and-second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 


LIEUTENANT R. C. ROGERS. 


The Senate resumed the. consideration of the 
bill tor the relief of R. C. Rogers. 
lie question being on its passage— ’ 


Mr. RUSK defended Mr. Rogers from what || 


Resolved, &c., 
And tye 


~ 


femed an attack made upon him by the S¢hator || 


from Illinois, [Mr. Breese,} and asked for the 
reading of the remarks made by the Senator from 
Delaware,on his presenting the petition of Rogers 

The remarks having been r 

Mr. BORLAND rose to submit an amendmei 
when— 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the further consider- 
ation of the bill was postponed until Monday. 

THE NEW TERRITORIES. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
making appropriations for the civil and dipiomati 
service of the United States for the year endi 


30th June, 1850. 
The question being on the motion of Mr. Day 
TON toamend the motion submitted by Mr. W ALk- 


ER-— 


4 UXT A — 
Mr. WALKER deft led, lenct} his } 
Silion. During lis Spee h. whiei continued about 


an hour and a kalf, there frequent inter 
ruptions and explanations, in which Mr. DAY 
TON, Mr. BERRIEN, and Mr. WESTCOTT, 
took part. 

Mr. HALE followed. 

Mr. BUTLER then took the floor, and was fo!l- 
lowed by Mr. WEBSTER, Mr. CALH 
Mr. DAYTON, and Mr. DOUGLAS. [For the 
debate, see Appendix. | 

Andata quart r past four o’clock, Mr. JOH N- 
SON, of Louisiana, moved that the Senate take a 
recess unt six o'clock; 

The Senate then adjou 


were 








which was negatived. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 24, 1849. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. FARRELLY asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion; which was read for information. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. WHITE desired (he said) to amend the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

Mr. WHITE moved that the rules of the House 
be suspended, for the purpose of receiving the said 
resolution. 

And the question having been taken, the rules 
were suspended. 

And the resolution being before the House— 

Mr. WHITE said the amendment he had de- 
sired to offer simply put the resolution in the form 
of a reference to the Committee on Prinung, and 
that they should recommend such number as, in 
their opinion, should be pringed. 

The resolution, having been modified in accord- 
ance with the suggestion, was adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing, be direeted to 
inguire mito the expediency ol p intgugsuch wumber ol extra 
copies of the report of the Commissioner of Patents, without 
the list of patents granted and expired, and the claims, and 
such number of extra copies of the whole report as, in their 


judgment, may be required for the use of the Patent Office, 
and for distribution by the members of this House, 


SWAMP LANDS IN LOUISIANA. 

On motion of Mr. HARMANSON, the rules 
of the House were suspended, (two-thirds voting 
in favor thereof,) and the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union was discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill to aid the State of 
Louisiana in reclaiming the swamp lands therein. 

And the bill being thus before the House, and 
the question being on its engrossment— 

Mr. HARMANSON moved the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. VINTON said, before that question was 
taken, he would like to hear the bill read. 

And-the bill having been read through— 

Mr. VINTON expressed the hope that the de- 
mand for the previous question would not be sus- 
tained. 

Mr. HARMANSON (waiving the previous 


question for the present) made a brief explanation, 


,and moved to strike out the proviso from the third 


section of the bill. 
Some conversation followed between Messrs. 


/ POLLOCK and HARMANSON. 


Mr. HARMANSON then renewed the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. VINTON renewed the expression of his 
hope that that demand would not be thus suddenly 
sustained on a bill of this character. 

The SPEAKER said debate was not in order. 

The question on the démand for the previous 
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question was then taken, and the affirmative vote 
having been stated — 

Tel 
n> j \ 
KacemMan and Levin.) 

And 

. 


vote stood—ayes 74, noes JS. 


ers were called for and appointed, ( Messrs, 


\ ' 
the question having been again inkes 


, the 
mo there WAS A st cond. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the bill be laid on the 
table, and asked for the yeas and nays on that mo- 
which were ordered, and being taken, were— 
yeas 45,1 
so the bo 


The 


qnuestiot 
: 


tion: 

ays 100, 

iL was not laid on the table. 

question recurring en ordering the main 

, it was taken, and agreed to. 

he amendment was rejected, and the biil was 

ordered to be engrossed 
Mr. VINTON 

the engrossme}! 

Hie said he should be 

port to this bil, i he be ieved it could be dene 

without | 


moved to reconsider the vote on 


very glad to give his sup- 


setting a precedant that would involve the 
Government in very great ditheulty in disposing of 
the public lands here | 


iter. Lis bil, as far as he 


' 
could understand it from hearing it read, proposed 
! i i , . 

to do what had never been Gone i any cause here- 


tolore—tt pre posed to give to the State of Loui- 


stana all the ue which were 


swamp lands in that S¢ 
unfit for cullvation. Now, where were the swamp 
i.oulsiana which were unfit for cultiva- 
; 
l 


lands in 
VW 


tion? Who was to decide w Lwere the swamp 


pital 
lands unfit for culty The bill did not un- 


mens 
dertake to tel! 
in which 


siana 


did not state the land district 
The geatleman from Loui- 
[Mr. Harmanson] said that they were in 
every district. ‘hen, what would be the 
It would be that the Government could 
not sella foot of land in the State of 


question was first 


they were. 


COnRC- 
quence ¢ 
Louisiana, 
\ 


until that 


Mr. 


HALL, of Missouri, (the floor being yield- 
; ; 


ed, ) said ne 


decided. 


had understood the gentleman from 
Ohio to say that nothing of this kind had ever been 
lle merely wanted 


centieman and to the House, that atthe last seasion 


done before. to state to the 
of Congress a bill Was passe d, without a division 
of the House, authorizing the soldiers of the war 
of 1812, who had located military lands in Arkan- 
sas, which turned out to be unfit for cultivation, 
to select other lands in heu thereof. 

Mr. VINTON said that was a matter which had 
no sort of relation to this subjeet—not the least. 
Fle could 
a bill that would have this 
‘There was no guide in the bill, no defining 


‘That (ne said) was his firstobjection, 
not consent to pass 
effect. 
what the swamp lands unfit for cultivation were. 
A controversy might arise between the United 
States and the State of Louisiana upon that very 
question, which might conunue for years, and 
vhich would, during that time, arrest all the sales 
of the public lands in that State; and it might be 
continued by the State for that very purpose. 

There was another 
with him against the It was the difficulty 
about ascertaining the precise description ef lands 
proposed to be ceded. ‘The bill described such 
lands as were ** unfit for cultivation.” 


reason which had weight 
bill. 


He spoke 
from recollection, but thought he was safe in say- 
ing, that it had been laid down in the reports of 
the proper officers, t@at more than three-fourths of 
all the public lands in Florida, Alabama, Arkansas, 
and perhaps other States, were unfit for cultuva- 
uon. 

Mr. BOW LIN interrupted, to state that the pre- 
cise amount of swamp lands in the State was 
5,429,000 acres, as reported by the surveyors. 

Mr. VINTON continued. He was not speak- 
ing of swamp lands especially; he was‘speakuig of 
lands unfit for cultivation, which embraced other 
descriptions of land besides swamp Jands, If all 
lands of this description were now ceded to the 
State of Louisiana, ali these other States which he 
had named would come in for their shares respect- 
ively, and absorb a very large proportion of all 
thé public lands. It would establisif a principle 
over which Congress would soon have no-control, 
It came to the bald proposition, whether Congress 
should grant to the State of Louisiana all the lands 
within her boundaries, which may be unfit for eul- 
tivation, without knowing anything about the ex- 
tent of those lands. 

This was a new proposition. It wasa propos 
sition most important in itself—vastly more im- 
portant in its eflects upon the legislation of the 
country, with reference to the public lands, than 
any proposition which had heretofore been ean- 
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sidered by Congress. If the principle were once 
established, of ceding the public lands to the States 
because the y are unfit for cultivation, large por- 
tions of the Public lands would be claimed of Con- 
gress, and members from the new States would be 
instructed tu procure such grants. ‘The precedent 
would be pert tly urresistivle, and Congress could 
not refuse to vote these grants to all the States he 
had named. 

Lie objected also to the bill, because it was 
brought up at loo late a pe riod of the session to 
receive the consideration which it should have, be- 
fore it would be proper to pass uponit. He be- 
lieved also that the bill had not been reported by 
the Comnmuttee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. COLLAMER was understood to say that 
the subject had not strietly been in charge of the 
Committee on Public Lands, and that he knew 
very littie about tt. 

Vir. VINTON continued. These lands had 
cost the Government more than other public lands, 
Congress had, from year to year, been passing 
law Ine ceasing the price ot surveying these lands, 
because they were swamp lands; The surveying 
of these lands had cost the Government nearly 
twice as much as the surveying of other lands. - 

Mr. HLARMANDSON was understood to offer a 
correction of this statement by the gentleman trom 
Ohio, and to state his personal knowledge of the 
fact, that immense trac:s of marsh lands had been 
Surve yed in Louisiana, which were not only not 
sold, but which never could be sold; and also that 
there were large tracts of lands which never had 
been even survey? d, and never would be. 

Mr. VINTON understood that the bill proposed 
not only to grant surve yed lands, but also lands 
wot surveyed. But the objection with reference 
to the extra compensation which had beenallowed 
for surveying these swamp lands was’ wholly 
unimportant in comparison with that which he 
founded upon the etlect of the principle which the 
wssage ot this bill would establish. 

Mr. HARMANSON said, the swamp lands of 
Louisiana, according to the freport of the Com- | 
misstover of the General Land Office, amounted 
to five millions of acres. He stated also, that 
the State of Louisiana, and the citizens of that 
State, had constructed about fourteen hundred 
miles of levee. to keep out the waters of the river 
from the lowlands. “his work had been done at 
a cost of eght millions of dollars, as esumated by 
the Committee on Public Lands; but which, in 
fact, had cost at least twenty millions. What had 
been accomplished by that work? ‘Three millions 
five hundred thousand acres of land which were 


before unfit for cultivation, had been reclaimed for | 


the benefit of the General Government. ‘This vast 
amount of rich land, so reclaimed by the Loutsi- 
ana levees, had been sold, and the Government had 
por keted their procecds. 


Lhe report of the Commissioner of the General | 


Land Othee stated, that there were two millions 
two huitdred thousand acres of swamp lands now 
in Louisiana, and be (Mr. H.) believed that one | 
mullion of acres of these lands could be reclaimed. 
It would require five milllons of dollars to accom- 
plish this work, and the State of Louisiana was 
oblized to do this work, because It Was required 
by the health ef the country. All this great body 
ot land the surveyors of the General Government 
had ascertained to be unfit for cultivation, and of 
course wholly useless, in its present state. But 
the State of Louisiana was compelled by the force | 
of circumstances to reclaim these lands; and the | 
only question was, \ hether the General Govern- 
ment would give them to the State, by way of 
compensation for the cost of reclaiming them. 
The gentieman from Ohio was afraid of the influ- 
ence of such a precedent. Had the gentleman 
any such apprehensions when his own State re- 
ceived of the General Government half a million 
of acres of the public lands for the purpose of 
aiding in the construction of her works of interne! 
Improvement? - W ould the gentlenian refuse to be 


just to Louistana, for fear of receiving injustice at 


the hands of other States? 
With reference to the gentleman’s fears that the 
influence of the bill would be to withdraw all the | 
yublic lands from sale for want of sufficient speci- 
Peations as to the location and amount of the lands 
proposed to be ceded, he stated that the swamp 
lands of Louisiana were all parucularly marked 
out upon the surveyor’s maps, so that every man | 
might know their precise locauon. 


THE CONG 


He urged again the consideration of the claim 
of his State upon the General Government, be- 
cause she had already reclaimed three and a half 
millions of acres of the public lands; and he claimed 
the passage of the bill as a debt due from the Gen- 
eral Government. 

Some further conversation followed between 
Mr. HARMANSON and Mr. VINTON, which 
vas not distinctly heard. 

Mr. BRODHEAD said he had but a word to 
say in explanation of the bill. In 1829, the offi- 
cers of the Government reported 5,429,260 acres 
as the whole amount of the great swamp lands in 
the State of Louisiana. On the 16th of April last, 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office re- 
ported that these swamp lands, at that time, had 
been reduced to 2,246,075 acres. It was apparent, | 
therefore, that, since the year 1829, the Siate and | 
people of Louisiana, by the levees which they had 
thrown up, had reclaimed and enabled the General 
Government to throw into the market very large 
bodies of rich and valuable land. 

Mr. VINTON was understood to ask whether 
the gentleman’s estimate embraced the unsurveyed 
lands ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD replied that the Commis-; 
sioner of the General Land Office had reported all’ 
these lands as unfit ior culuvation; and he repeated 
nis figures. t 


Mir. VINTON repeated his objection as to the | 
difficulty of determining precisely what lands were | 


fit for cultivation, and what were not. 
posed that if a controversy were to arise upon this 


of Louisiana, who was to decide between them? 
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Feb. 24. 
| - —.. 
| ris, Morse, Murphy, Nes, Newell, ‘Nicoll, Palfrey p..._ 
| Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, Preston Re Petrie, 
| Richey, Robinson, Rockuill, Sawyer. S¢ honek. eee n, 
| Slingeriand, Smart, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith. Ten, 
| Smith, Stanton, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodea i Mitian 
Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, ‘'p. Ja 0b 
Toombs, Venable, Warren, Wentworth, Wi k Ww DPRitia, 
Williams—100. . 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Belcher, Blackmar. p 
cock, Boyden, Buckner, Burt, Butler, Cline nar, Bo. 


; 5 : Zan, Cn 
Cranston, Crisfield, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garp, tt Dune 
* P70 


ley, and 


Eckert, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fisher, Frees an, 
| Goggin, Gou, Hale, Hammons, Moses Hampton — 
Jenkins, Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrene, : Loris ‘5 
| Mclivaine, McKay, McQueen, Horace Mann. M rsh a 
| Vin, Mullin, Nelson, Outlaw, Peaslee, Putnam, Reynold 
| Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumse s of 
| John, Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Starkweather os 
| Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Jobin B. Thom ata 
Vinton, White, Wilson, and Woodward—6l. yume, 
| So the bill was passed. 

Mr. HARMANSON moved a reconsideration 


of the vote, and moved that that motion be | 
| the table. 

No objection having been made, it was ordered 
accordingly. 

SUSPENSION OF THE RULRES., 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, asked the unani. 

mous consent of the House to offer the follow 
| resolution; which was read for information: 


Resolved, That during the residue of this session of Cop. 
gress, it shall not be in order to move a suspension of the 
rujes, except during the first hour of the meeting.of the 
House, on each aliernate day, beginning with Tuesday next 
| when said suspension shall be in order for the first time, * 


Objections having been made, Mr. E. moved 


aid on 


ing 


| 
|! || suspension of the rules, to enable him to offer the 
quesuion between the United States and the State | 


resolution, 
And the question was taken and decided in the 


Mr. BRODHEAD resumed. This large body | negative—ayes 35, noes not counted. 


of Government land had been brought into market 


since the year 1529 at the expense of the people of | 


Louisiana. He had heretofore generally voted 
with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] upon 


all questions atlecting the interests of the public | 
lands; but, in view of this report of the Commis- | 


sioner of the General Land Office, it appeared to | 


his mind but an act of justice to that State to cede | 


to her the balance of these useless lands, especially 


since their cession could in nowise connect the | 


General Government with the subject of internal 
improvements. Since these lands were entirely 


valueless, and would forever remain so, unless they | 


should be reclaimed by the energy of the State in | 
which they lie, and especially, stuce the health of | 


So the rules were not suspended, and the reso- 
lution was not received. 


: RATES OF POSTAGE. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, asked the 
general consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing bill: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the Uniled Slates of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the first day of July next, the rate of leter 
postage shall be uniform throughout the United States, irre. 
spective of distance; and all letters passing through the 
post office shall he charged by weight, as follows: Each let- 
ler Weighing more than halfan ounce, five cents 3 each letter 
| weighing more than half, and not more than an ounce, ten 
cents; each letter weighing more than one ounce and pot 
more than two ounces, fifteen cents; and five cents addi- 
tional for every ounce or fraction of an ounce additional 


the State was ascertained to depend upon their | weight. 


reclamation, he could not but come to the conclu- 

sion, that the bill granting these lands to aid the | 
State in this necessary work, proposed nothing 
more than what was yght and proper. He would 
therefore move to lay the motion to reconsider | 
upon the table. 

And the question having been taken and decided | 
in the aflirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the bill was now engrossed; 
and asked when it should have its third reading? 

And it was ordered to a third reading at Uiis 
time. 

Mr. COLLAMER asked that the bill might be 
read through, and it was read. 

‘he demand for the previous question was then, | 
seconded. 

Mr. BOYDEN moved that the bill be laid upon | 
the table. 

‘he yeas and nays on that motion were asked | 
and refused, 

And the question was then taken and decided | 
in the negative, without a division. 

So the House decided that the bill should not 
be laid on the table. 

The question recurred and was taken on order- | 
ing the main quesuon, which having been decided | 
in the aflirmative— 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on | 
the passage of the bill. 

Mr. VINTON asked the yeas and nays, which | 
were ordered, and being taken, were-—yeas 100, 


nays 61—as follows: | 
YEAS--Meesrs. Bingham, Birdsall, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brod- 


head, W. G, Brown, Chas. Brown, Albert G, Brown, Canby, | 
Cathcart, Chapman, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly 
L,. Clarke, Cocke, Crowell, Crozier, Cuimmins, Duna, Edsail, 


Edwards, Embree, Faran, Featherston, Flournoy, French, | 


Pres, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Green, Greeley, 
Grinnell, Willard P. Hall, Harmauson, Henley, Hubbard, 
Inge, Cuarles J. Ingersoll, iverson, Jamesou, Robert W. 


Jobusou, George W. Jones, Kautman, Kellogg, Kennon, || 


Lahm, La Sére, Leffler, Levin, Ligon, Lincoln, Lynde, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Be it further enacted, That from and after the passage of 
this act, all newspapers that shall pass through the mails, 
be carried and delivered free of postage wtthin the county 
in which the same shall be printed respective)y. 

Objection having been made— 

Mr. T. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were refused. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the bili be read 





The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
unanimous consent. 
| The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the rules, 
So the bill was not received. 


POST OFFICE BILL. 


Mr. VINTON offered the following resolution; 
which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That debate on House bill No. 154 shall cease 
in*Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union in two 
hours after the House shall again resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union on said bill, 
and the committee shall then proceed to vote on such amend- 
ments as may be offered to said bill. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House then 
again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wurte, of New 
York, in the chair,) and resumed the considere- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the Post 
Office Department. 

The debate on the general question of slavery 
was continued by Messrs. MOREHEAD and 
MURPHY. ' 

The time to which the debate was Jimited having 
expired, the committee, in pursuance of the order 
of the House of this morning, proceeded to vote- 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the following item: 

For clerks for offices (the offices of postmasters) two hun- 
dred and sixty thousand dollars. 
| Mr. A. announced his intention to withdraw this 
| amendment and to move another. He wished to 
|| bay that his object was to move to amend the bill 





|| MeCielland, McCilernand, Jub Mann, Meade, Miller, Mor- | by a proposition to reduce the rates of postage, 
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